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What does it mean to be an FEBC 
church? What makes us distinct from other 
denominations? We define ourselves as 
people who stand firmly on the Word of 
God. Considering the cultural climate that 
we live in, this is more important than ever. 
We believe that God wrote the very words of 
the Bible through godly, human authors. We 
believe that the Bible needs to be interpreted 
in the way that the original authors intended. 
We cannot change the meaning of what God 
said based on the values of current society, 
or even the evangelical Christian culture. 
Our distinctiveness is revealed not so much 
in the doctrine that we have in our Articles 
of Faith, but especially in our Position 
Papers. These Papers move from what we say 
we believe to revealing how we apply those 
beliefs to the way that we live. We are people 
of the Book, but we are also people of the 
Way, as the early Christians were called.

To this end, I am pleased to see that 
delegates at the 2014 convention approved a 
statement on creation. Most Bible colleges in 
North America do not teach definitively that 
Genesis 1-11 is historical. Many graduates 
may not be theistic evolutionists, but they 
typically are non-defined on this question, 
nor do they see it as an important issue. If 
creation is undermined by this generation 
in the evangelical church, by the same set of 
rules, the resurrection will be undermined 
in the next generation. This is exactly what 
has happened in mainline churches. Psalm 
11:3 says, “If the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?”

The FEBC also holds very tightly the 
doctrines of justification by faith alone, the 
assurance of faith based on the promises 
of God and the expectation of repentance 
in the Christian life. These and many other 
doctrines just naturally come out of a solid 
hermeneutic, a solid and consistent way 
of interpreting the Scriptures. We value 
what God said. We show that by teaching 
consistently with God’s meaning in the 
things that He said.

One of the great things about the FEBC 
is the longevity of our pastors. We more 
than triple the length of time for the average 
senior pastor. As a result, we typically only 
have one to three churches looking for a 
pastor. In the last year or so, we have seen five 
to seven churches seeking pastors. We are 
excited about the choices that our churches 
have made. Our newer lead pastors include 
Dwayne Easton at Rhineland Christian 
Fellowship Church, Saskatchewan; 
Justin Klassen at Martensville Mission 
Church, Saskatchewan; Ryan Piexoto at 
Grace Evangelical Bible Church, British 
Columbia; Jearim Woodall at Indian Head 
Community Bible Church, Saskatchewan; 
Timothy Hall at Butterfield Community 
Bible Church, Minnesota; Chuck Finster at 
Meade Countryside Bible Church, Kansas; 
and Ryan Rear is now at Richer Fellowship 
Church, Manitoba. These are fine men on 
this list. We are excited about what the Lord 
is going to do in our churches through the 
ministries of them and their wives. Please 
pray for them.

Sadly, we are seeing the closure of 
the Morris Valley Bible Fellowship in 
Manitoba. The church has served the 
believers in Morris well for many years, and 
has impacted the community as well. It is 
regrettable that the financial realities there 

President’s Challenge
Blaine Donaldson, President, Fellowship of Evangelical Bible Churches

We are people of the Book,  
but we are also people of the 
Way, as the early Christians 

were called.

have compelled the church to close. Pray for 
the believers from Valley Bible Fellowship. 
Pray that they will find a church home. Pray 
for Pastor Ryan Rear and his family as they 
transition to ministry in Richer.

We have lost the pastoral services of 
some excellent men this last year or so  
including Alvin Buhler; Wilf Gaertner; 
Simon Cheung; Bill Glasspell; Jim Sprague; 
Kirby Dunn; Wayne Bergen; and  
Jurgen Penner. These men and their wives  
will be deeply missed in our Fellowship. I  
would encourage you to write a word of 
appreciation for those of them whom  
you know.

We need such men because there is a great 
harvest field out there. Most people in almost 
all, if not all, of our communities do not 
believe in Jesus as their Savior. Most of our 
neighbors are headed to a Christless eternity. 
God has given us the mission of reaching 
them with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

To that end, the FEBC is striving to define 
itself in terms of outreach. We have been 
encouraging all of our churches to grow deeper 
in their participation in outreach. Our vision is 
that all of the believers of our churches would 
be becoming proclaiming people.

Change is a slow process. While every 
church in the Fellowship is involved in 
outreach, most of our churches would self-
assess that this is an area where we need 
growth. We have several churches that are 
moving forward in implementing changes 
in their programming and focus so that 
they are intentionally doing outreach and 
encouraging their members to do more 
outreach. Some of our churches have been 
involved in community service events where 
they are trying to win the opportunity 

State of  the Fellowship 2014

continued on Page 10
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The annual FEBC convention in July was a significant event in the 
life of the Fellowship in more ways than one. Delegates celebrated 
the organization’s 125th anniversary, marking the event with a cake 
reception and a display of articles of historic interest to the FEBC. And 
the delegates voted for the Fellowship to take an official stance on an 
important issue that many Christian ministries are wrestling with as they 
adopted a doctrinal statement in support of the literal interpretation of 
the creation chapters of Genesis. Read more on page 6.

That was only one item that delegates tackled as they gathered to 
address the work of the Fellowship. Volunteers working on the various 
FEBC commissions, missionaries sharing their ministries, delegates 
spending time in prayer – these are all part of the make-up of the 
annual convention. It is also a time to renew friendships, make new 
acquaintances, learn and reflect. Hopefully, you’ll get a feel for this 
year’s event as you look through this issue.

Blessings,
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God …” (John 20:30- 31). His miracles were 
convincing claims as to His identity.

Also, the writer of the epistle to the 
Hebrews states that God testified to the 
veracity of Jesus’ message “by signs, wonders 
and various miracles” (Hebrews 2:4). 
Miracles were not spectacular side shows 
displayed to wow the watching crowds. 
They were designed to convince those who 
witnessed them that Jesus was indeed Who 
He claimed to be: God Himself, the all-
powerful Creator of the universe.

Among his miracles were several 
“creation” miracles. Two examples are the 
turning of water into wine (John 2) and the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes (John 
6). In each case, Jesus created something 
that did not exist prior to that moment. 
And, interestingly, in each case, the resulting 
product had an appearance of age. Just 
minutes after the miracle, when the wine was 
but minutes old, the Master of the Banquet 
stated that the bridegroom had saved 
the best wine for the last — wine which, 
apparently, had been produced from grapes 
which would have taken months to grow 
and produce grape juice and more months 
to allow for the fermentation process. Yet 
the wine was but minutes old. So too with 

At our recent 
annual convention, 

FEBC delegates voted overwhelmingly 
to amend our doctrinal statement by 
including a statement on creation as follows:  
“Chapters 1-11 of Genesis are rightly understood 
as accurate, literal history as Jesus and the New 
Testament affirm. God created the universe and 
all that is in it through direct, immediate activity 
without macroevolutionary process.”

It was encouraging to hear strong support 
for this position. Such support for the 
creation narrative in the Bible is increasingly 
growing weaker as Bible-believing Christians 
allow themselves to be influenced by the 
conclusions of the scientific community. 
One of the prime reasons for the erosion 
of belief in the Genesis creation account 
is the apparent age of the earth. Scientists 
insist that there is irrefutable evidence that 
the earth is several billions of years old. This 
claim is being constantly reflected in the 
media of our day.

Although there are a good number of 
scientific facts which invalidate that claim, I 
do not intend to discuss these. Rather, I want 
to focus on some conclusions which can be 
safely reached by a thoughtful reading of 
Scripture. For scientific insights, I encourage 
my readers to contact the good creation 
research societies which have demonstrated 
their integrity and competence as they delve 
into these claims from a scientific point  
of view.

During our Lord’s earthly ministry, 
He presented his credentials to his 
contemporaries to back up His claims as 
to His identity. Concerning those miracles 
the Apostle John said that “Jesus did many 
other miraculous signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not recorded in this 
book. But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

Focus on the Word
Creation Miracles and the FEBC’s Creation Statement

By Harvey Schultz

Support for the creation 
narrative in the Bible is 

increasingly growing weaker as 
Bible-believing Christians allow 
themselves to be influenced by 
the conclusions of the scientific 

community. But belief in a 
recent creation is not a blind 
leap of faith which ignores 

scientific realities.

the barley loaves in John 6. Apparently there 
was no distinction between the original 
loaves and the many additional loaves Jesus 
created. All of them appeared to be made 
from barley which had taken months to 
grow, ripen, be harvested and ground into 
flour which was then baked. Yet they were 
but minutes old.

Question: How old was Adam 10 minutes 
after his creation?  

Answer: Ten minutes old. But how old 
did he appear to be?  No doubt at least 20 
to 30 years old; a mature man. He had to be 
created with an appearance of age in order 
to survive.  

Question: How old is our earth? 

Answer: The Bible would suggest that it is 
merely a few thousand years old. Scientists 
claim that it is billions of years old. Even if 
the earth appears to be billions of years old, 
that does not prove that it is indeed that old. 
The “creation” miracles of Jesus all resulted 
in an appearance of age. Doesn’t the creation 
of a well-functioning ecological system 
on this earth demand that it be created 
with an appearance of age?! The resulting 
appearance of age with which it was created 
would invalidate all attempts by scientists to 
determine its actual age.

“By faith we understand that the universe 
was formed at God’s command, so that what 
is seen was not made of what was visible” 
(Hebrews 11:3). No one was there to witness 
and document the process of creation. Belief 
in a recent creation is not a blind leap of faith 
which ignores scientific realities. It is a logical 
conclusion based on the realization that our 
Creator God likely created all things with an 
appearance of age. The “creation” miracles of 
Jesus clearly support such a conclusion.

We did well to include a paragraph on 
creation in our doctrinal statement.

Scriptures taken from the New International Version
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Convention project
Another highlight of the Convention 

was meeting with Scott and Patsy Buhler, 
Quest Camp, Brazil. The Convention project 
was to supply needed funds to build an 
entry road into the camp site in order for 
construction vehicles to have easy access 
to the camp. Scott and Patsy were also 
able to give motivation and inspiration for 
participation in our next FEBC Short-Term 
Mission Team, which will offer assistance 
in building a new multi-purpose building 
for the camp. This building will be used for 
day camps with schools, English language 
day camps, retreats for churches, equipping 
seminars, summer camp seasons and rental 
to outside groups.

For young people, Quest offers the 
traditional residential camps which bring 
people in contact with nature and lead them 
to appreciate and acknowledge creation and 
its Creator. English language day camp is 
also offered to help develop conversational 
English through outdoor activities and 
experiential learning. Some of the camps 
are independently offered by Quest, while 
others are offered through the local church 
to provide Christian camping experience 
to their young people. The camp also works 
with public, as well as private, schools and 
colleges and universities to offer their 
students a unique camping experience.

Quest Camp offers the local church a 
place to continue to train leadership in 
the areas of servant leadership, teamwork, 
strategic planning, communication between 
ministries, developing a philosophy of 
ministry, leadership of different ministries 
(women, men, youth, praise, etc.), and 
biblical leadership. The leadership at Quest 
believes that Christ is calling for servant 
leaders in the Church who are continually 
learning and sharpening their skills. This 
training comes in retreat settings geared 
especially for leadership. The local church 
is also invited to use the camp facilities for 
their own retreats for various ministries 
within the church.

The annual FEBC convention on 
Missions is always a busy time for the 
Commission on Missions. This year was 
especially so, with service recognitions, 
interviews of new missionaries and meeting 
and connecting with current missionaries 
on home assignment or in the area for  
the convention. 

Faithful service; new missionaries
We recognized the faithful service of 

five missionaries, all of whom are not going 
into retirement mode yet but are continuing 
in their service as long as the Lord gives 
them strength. They are Laverne Fehr,  
Christian Fellowship Church of Rhineland, for 
38 years of service with SEND, Intl.; Wes and 
Barb Peters, Grunthal Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren Church for 49 years of service in 
Germany; and Jerry and Connie Robinson, 
Abbotsford (B.C.) Grace Evangelical Bible 
Church for 46 years of service in Canada.

We welcomed nine new missionaries to 
our FEBC family of approved missionaries, 
two of whom we interviewed at Convention. 
We have already introduced to you  
Cristy Hofer, Community Bible Church, 
Omaha, who will minister in Málaga, Spain, 
under Avant Ministries. We will introduce 
the other new missionaries to you in 
upcoming Fellowship Focus articles.

Additionally, the corporate world is 
invited to participate in programs that 
will help develop leadership within their 
companies. These programs include team 
building, personal development, cooperation, 
facilitation and leadership training.

The desire is that through the ministry 
of the camp and leadership training, the 
local church will grow and be strengthened. 
Knowing the impact Christian camping has 
had on the North American church and 
around the world, Quest Camp is motivated 
to keep moving forward in the vision God has 
set. The leadership at Quest states, “We thank 
God for the results we saw in 2013. In total, we 
had 29 events throughout the year. We worked 
with two schools, one Bible school and 16 
churches from seven different denominations. 
We also had two short-term work teams. We 
hosted four training seminars, served at three 
day camps, 14 retreats, and held our annual 
summer camp season along with other events 
for youth, young adults, families and churches. 
With a total of 69 volunteers, we were able to 
impact the lives of 1,432 people.”

Missions opportunity
The FEBC Commission on Missions 

is offering the churches in Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Ontario the opportunity to get 
involved in helping this camping ministry. 
Other churches are welcome to participate 
if they are willing to travel to the designated 
training sites. There is a limit of 10 people for 
this team, including leaders, so it is important 
to reply early. The dates for this mission trip 
are Aug. 6-20, 2015. The application deadline 
is Nov. 1, 2014, since Brazil visas require 
several months for application.

If you are interested in being a part of 
the 2015 Brazil short term mission team, 
you may contact Doyle Lester, 7705 Lantana 
Court, LaVista, NE 68128, 402-331-1675, or 
at doyledl@cox.net.

If you are interested in contributing to 
the FEBC 2014 project of helping Quest 
Camp, Brazil, you may contact the FEBC 
international office at FEBC, 11605 W. 
Dodge Rd, Ste. 3, Omaha, NE  68154-2566,  
402-965-3860, or at info@febcministries.org.

By Marilynn Lester
Commission on Missions

mailto:doyledl%40cox.net?subject=
mailto:info%40febcministries.org?subject=


Fellowship Focus September/ October 20146

As the end of the year approaches, people 
begin to think about how to lower their 
taxes. At the same time, many charities begin 
their seasonal appeals. Many people simply 
wait for the closing of the tax year — and 
the barrage of financial appeals — to make 
major gifts that will impact their tax bill.

If this describes you, you may want to 
consider the following suggestions to avoid 
making a “planned” gift you could live  
to regret.

Hurried Gifts
With the hectic lives many of us lead, 

we may tend to put off certain things until 
“we have the time.” But before we know it, 
the calendar runs out and we’re staring at  
Dec. 31. We rush to complete the year-end gift.

In our haste, we can make serious 
mistakes — mistakes that may haunt us later 
in life. A planned gift, by definition, requires 
planning. Gifts of real estate, stock or other 
non-cash assets should be made carefully 
and in consideration of overall estate plans.

So, if you expect to make a planned 
gift before the end of 2014, allow plenty of 
time. Avoid the rush. Start now by visiting  
www.febclegacy.org/pg. 

Impulse Gifts
Beware of knee-jerk gift decisions. With 

all the crisis-related appeals we receive at 
year’s end, it’s easy to get caught up in the 
emotion of the moment and respond with a 
generous gift. Were we to back off a bit and 
think through such a decision, we might do 
something entirely different. We might give 
less, or more, or perhaps give in a different 
way: assets instead of cash. But at least 
we would have considered our decisions 
carefully, including the organization crying 
for our support.

As stewards of our resources, we do well 
to temper our emotions with prudence and 
plan our giving in a way that accomplishes 
the greatest good for all concerned. Impulse 
giving may be okay for pocket change, but not 
for the major assets that comprise our estates.

Tax-Dumb Gifts
The opposite of a tax-wise gift is a tax-

dumb gift. The latter is a gift that fails to 
use our tax code to maximize our charitable 
giving. For example, let’s say you have $10,000 
in long-term appreciated stock and you want 
to make a year-end gift of $10,000 to the 
Fellowship of Evangelical Bible Churches. 
You could either give the stock or sell it and 
give the cash. If you sold the stock, you’d have 
to pay tax on the gain, thus leaving less money 
to give to further God’s Kingdom.

On the other hand, you could make a 
tax-wise gift and transfer the stock directly 
to the Fellowship of Evangelical Bible 
Churches, thus avoiding any tax on the 
appreciation of the stock. Since the FEBC 
is a qualified non-profit organization, it can 
sell the stock without incurring tax on the 
capital and then use proceeds to benefit their 
mission. You can find out more about this at  
www.febclegacy.org/stock.

As we approach the end of the year, we 
want your giving to be fully satisfying to 
you, both in what you give and how you 
give it. For more information, please visit  
www.febclegacy.org/pg.

Legacy Giving
Planned-Ahead Gifts

The statement on creation that delegates voted to adopt at the 
recent annual convention shows clearly that “this is part of who we 
are,” said FEBC President Blaine Donaldson.

Blaine made the remark in advance of the vote when discussion 
among delegates included questions on the effect the creation 
statement would have on relationships with Christians and Christian 
institutions whose views differed. While fewer Bible colleges are 
supporting a literal interpretation of the Genesis creation chapters, 
Blaine explained that the FEBC statement on creation is “an anti-
evolution statement, not anti-science.” Support for the statement “is 
what we expect of our pastors, not lay people,” he said.

Chuck Tschetter, chairman of the Commission on Churches 
and pastor of Omaha’s Community Bible Church, said a pastoral 
candidate’s view on the Genesis creation chapters “affects how he 
stands on the rest; how he thinks about God’s Word.”

Delegates also expressed the importance of church teaching on 
creation. “We need to be educated,” said Patsy Buhler, who serves 

with her husband, Scott, with TEACH ministries in Brazil. “Youth 
are being bombarded with evolutionary thinking.”

Several creation resource sites are available online:
Answers in Genesis: answersingenesis.org 
Creation Research Institute: www.icr.org 
Creations Ministries International: creation.com 
Creation Research Institute: www.icr.org 
NW Creation Network: www.nwcreation.net 
A Kid’s Heart: www.akidsheart.com/bible/ot/creation.htm

The FEBC also offers “Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis,” 
a 12-episode DVD series that explores scientific evidence 
confirming the biblical account of creation (http://www.
unlockingthemysteriesofgenesis.org). The series is available for loan 
for your church or Bible study group from info@febcministries.org. 

Sharon Berg

Creation Resources

www.febclegacy.org/pg
www.febclegacy.org/stock
www.febclegacy.org/pg
http://answersingenesis.org
http://www.icr.org
http://www.creation.com
http://www.icr.org
http://www.nwcreation.net
http://www.akidsheart.com/bible/ot/creation.htm
http://www.unlockingthemysteriesofgenesis.org
http://www.unlockingthemysteriesofgenesis.org
mailto:info%40febcministries.org?subject=
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Women’s Ministries

It’s easy to get excited and run off busily 
do “stuff ” for the Lord without really doing 
the stuff the Lord wants us to do. But if we 
wait on God and then go in the power of the 
Spirit, we will be effective for the Kingdom. 

The next two responses are pretty clear. 
“I won’t” — outright refusal. That is serious 
disobedience, and many in churches 
today are living in this kind of outright 
disobedience to the Lord. No wonder we are 
ineffective. 

Oft times, we couch it a little. Instead of 
saying an outright “no,” we say 

I can’t, so I won’t. I’m shy; I’m not good 
with crowds; I don’t have time; I don’t have 
ability; I stumble; I don’t know enough; I have 
tried before and it didn’t work.” 

It sounds better if we claim incompetence 
doesn’t it? No, not really! Christ promised 
help, power and divine intervention in our 
lives and ministry. The Holy Spirit is eager to 
give us our marching orders. We just have to 
take the time to listen. 

I trust your answer to this challenge is: I will. 

We cannot each go to the ends of the 
earth, but we are called to go where we are, 
to those whom God brings to us. The Lord 
our Savior is asking each one of us: “Any 
questions?” I hope we can answer “No we 
got it!” 

Beth serves alongside her husband, Pastor 
Jim Fast, at Community Bible Church of 
Prince Albert, Sask.

By Beth Fast, Commission on Women’s Ministries

Visit W Com Connections on Facebook

A while ago, I heard a DVD of  
Charles Price, pastor of the Peoples Church 
Toronto. What he said really hit home to 
me. He was talking about the challenge, 
the task that Jesus had given his disciples 
many times throughout their three years 
of ministry together. One thing he said is 
repeated, in different forms, throughout the 
gospels. In Matthew 28: He said, “Go and 
make disciples … and surely I am with you 
always to the very end.” 

I imagine Jesus then said, “Any 
questions?” And that the disciples shook 
their heads and probably answered, “No, 
we got it!” 

Mark 16:15 says, “He said to them, “Go 
into all the world. Preach the good news to 
everyone.” 

“Any questions?” “No, we got it!” 

Luke 24: 45-49: “He told them, “This is 
what is written. The Christ will suffer. … 
His followers will preach in his name. They 
will tell others to turn away from their sins 
and be forgiven. People from every nation 
will hear it, beginning at Jerusalem. … But 
for now, stay in the city. Stay there until you 
have received power from heaven.” 

“Any questions?” “No, we got it!” 

And in Acts 1:8 God says, “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. 
Then you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem. You 
will be my witnesses in all Judea and Samaria. 
And you will be my witnesses from one end of 
the earth to the other.” 

“Any questions?” “No, we got it!” 

My question to us today is, “Do we get 
it!?” Christ is calling us to be his mouthpiece 
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth. There are three responses 
we can have: “I can’t.” “I won’t.” “I will.”

The truth is that none of us “can” – Jesus 
didn’t tell them “now get going and do-do-
do anything and everything, everywhere for 
me!” He told them to go to Jerusalem and 
wait — to wait for the Spirit to come and 
show them just what they should do. A few 
years ago, the pastors’ wives were given 
the book She Did What She Could by Elisa 
Morgan, a great little book encouraging 
each one of us to “do what we could,” not 
what someone else could or should — what 
God has called us to do! 

We must wait for the Holy Spirit to 
specifically lead us and those who are in 
leadership around us to what he wants us to 
do where we are. Are we doing that? Are we 
doing what we can? Or are we just letting 
life happen? Are we “winging it” in our 
ministry to women, rather than moving out 
intentionally, with planning and purpose 
to reach women with the Gospel that 
transforms lives? 

Ministering to Women with Purpose

It’s easy to get excited and run 
off busily do “stuff” for the 

Lord without really doing the 
stuff the Lord wants us to do.  

Connected by Prayer
“I thank my God for you every time I think of you; and every time I pray for you all, I pray with joy.” Philippians 1:3-4

For the 2014-2015 year, the Commission on Women’s Ministries is challenging each woman to think of ways 
to connect through prayer and then to begin doing it. Let’s lift one another up to the throne to our Heavenly 
Father. 

Prayer sisters – prayer groups – prayer vigils – prayer concerts –private prayer –corporate prayer – silent 
prayer – prayer with petition - prayer with praise – sharing prayer

Ladies, be creative but let’s join hands and hearts in prayer together in this next year and watch our awesome 
God work in and through us!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/W-Com-Connections/525715864136221
https://www.facebook.com/pages/W-Com-Connections/525715864136221
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Sharing the Gospel in everyday life has 
been a renewed focus of the Fellowship in 
recent years, and at this year’s convention, 
Ed Johnson of Millar College of the Bible 
led delegates through a study of Ephesians 3, 
focusing on prayer in the context of outreach 
and evangelism. Reminding his audience 
of the power available to them through 
prayer, Johnson observed, “Christians have 

Convention Speaker: Prayer is the fuel for sharing the Gospel
complete access to God’s power, but we live 
like paupers,” warning against the Gospel 
becoming “old hat.”

Although the Gospel was a mystery in 
the Old Testament, Paul in his writing of 
Ephesians 3 understood it as a mystery 
revealed, Johnson said. “Paul prays because 
the Gospel is no longer a mystery,” he said.  
“It needs to be preached. As Paul prays, 
he just can’t stay away from preaching and 
sharing the Gospel.”

Christians need to refocus their prayer 
life, and the foundation of that is a “vital, 
fresh, day-to-day relationship with the 
Lord,” Johnson said. Prayer that is God-
centered, scriptural and focused on others 
are among the keys to recalibrating our 
prayer life. “It’s so easy for prayers to be a 
continuing circle around us,” he said. “Self-
centered religious people should never be 
our partners in prayer.” 

Seeking God in prayer for others includes 
asking that He would give to them the riches 
spoken of in Ephesians — a knowledge of 
salvation, God’s Word and His promises, 
Johnson said.

Convention 2014

God created people for relationships. 
Showing hospitality, which He commands 
of all Christians, is a way to “love our 
neighbors from their backyards,” said Wilma 
Johnson, wife of FEBC convention speaker 
Ed Johnson. Wilma spoke at the ladies’ tea, 
a traditional event at the annual convention.

Wilma shared creative tips for showing 
hospitality, but explained that it is not simply 
entertaining at our homes. Hospitality 
can also be defined as showing love and 
friendship.  The focus is providing for others’ 
needs, taking our attention off of ourselves. 
Hospitality will also take on different forms 
depending on the stages of our lives. “Do it 
the way God has gifted you,” Wilma said.

While showing hospitality can 
be inconvenient, it can lead to new 
opportunities that have been planned by 
God, and when facing hard times, people 
remember who they have been able to talk 
with easily in the past, she said.

In today’s world, it is often necessary to 
befriend someone before she will be willing 
to share a meal at your home, Wilma said. 
She also emphasized praying for guests as 
part of the preparation. “If we partner prayer 
and hospitality, people don’t have a chance 
to stay out of the Kingdom,” she said.

Hospitality can open doors in others’ lives and ours
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What a wonderful sound: Women 
challenging each other and sharing from 
their hearts the burden we all should have 
for reaching other women. What a thrill 
it was to wander and “eavesdrop” on the 
conversations around the tables at the 
FEBC convention breakout session of the 
Commission on Women’s Ministries. Titled 
“The Changing Face of Women’s Ministry,” 
the women who attended are burdened with 
connecting with other women within their 
church and without. 

Thanking the Fellowship
Fayth and I wish to thank each of you for 

the privilege of working for the Fellowship 
these past 15 years. It has been a joy to meet 
so many of you either in person or on the 
phone or through e-mail. We especially 
appreciate those of you who have opened 
your homes to us as we visited your churches 
while attending a convention or traveling for 
the Fellowship.

Thank you, too, for the wonderful 
retirement gift of an iPad! It is quickly 
becoming indispensable!

Paul and Fayth Boeker

Christian Ministry Scholarships Awarded
Seven people from Fellowship churches were each awarded $1,000 scholarships by the 

FEBC Commission on Education. The recipients were announced at the annual convention 
in July. Designated gifts and bequests make the Scholarship Trust Fund possible. 

Continuing Education Scholarships (for people in active ministry).

•	 Rev. Daniel Bear (Community Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.) is attending Grace 
School of Theology

Christina Ministry Scholarships (for students preparing for ministry)

•	 Matthew Derksen (Salem Church, Waldheim, Sask.); Briercrest Bible School

•	 Adrianna Donaldson (Evangelical Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.); Grace University

•	 Sariel Kuka (Cornerstone Bible Church, Steinbach, Man.); Moody Bible Institute

•	 Regan Bradley (Langham Evangelical Bible Church, Langham, Sask.); Millar

College of the Bible

•	 Jesse Peters (Evangelical Bible Church, Dallas, Ore.); Moody Bible Institute

•	 Andrew Goossen (Evangelical Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.); Calvary Bible College

other women, but they too require personal 
contact and time. Other ideas stressed 
were the importance of seeing needs and 
being ready to step in, and using everyday 
encounters to share Jesus in the grocery 
store, library, school, or over coffee.  

Hopefully, the 50 women at the round-table 
left with ideas and motivation to challenge 
others in their churches to brainstorm, soul 
search and pray about how they can reach 
out where they are to share the love of Christ 
with others.

Beth Fast, Commission on Women Ministries

Hard questions were asked: What do we 
need to change? How do we connect with the 
busy working mom? What do we do to bring 
the young and the old together? What really 
are the needs around us in our community 
and how can we as Christian women begin to 
meet those needs with the Gospel of Christ? 
The women shared their struggles with time, 
activities, work, age barriers, cultural issues 
and fear of being “good enough” at reaching 
out. The challenge is: If God is calling us to 
do this, what will our answer be? 

Ideas included mentoring, with the older 
teaching the younger, the stronger helping 
the weaker; developing trust and friendship. 
“Simple is OK,” stated one participant. “It 
doesn’t need to be a big program. It just must 
be real.” One group discussed centering 
women’s gatherings around spiritual issues 
faced by women of all ages, whether married 
or single. 

Participants agreed that Bible studies 
seem to be one of the main ways to reach 

Round-table focused on changes in women’s ministries
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to share Christ through acts of love and 
service. I will highlight a few churches 
who are participating in outreach. This is 
not a complete list. These will just be some 
examples of the wonderful things that the 
Lord is doing in our Fellowship. Christian 
Fellowship Chapel in Winnipeg has been 
very involved in a program called “Love 
Winnipeg” to try to reach out. They serve 
their community seeking opportunities to 
talk to people about Jesus and to get them 
involved in a Bible study called “Christianity 
Explored.”  Kenora Bible Church in Ontario 
has taken some of the “Love Winnipeg” 
concepts and implemented them in Kenora. 
Community Bible Church in Butterfield, 
Minn., is involved in the “Community Days” 
celebration there with a similar goal.

Other churches have added evangelistic 
prayer focuses to their individual ministries 
and church services. Cornerstone Bible 

in Mountain Lake, Minn., has completed 
their 1,000 conversations initiative, and they 
are building on that through an effort to 
enhance the quality of the loving fellowship 
within their body.

Almost all of our churches are routinely 
involved in outreach through their weekly 
children’s and youth programs. Most of our 
churches also participate in Daily Vacation 
Bible School, which primarily reaches 
children in their respective communities. 
For many of our churches, some of their best 
adult outreach happens through men’s and 
women’s ministries.

Churches like Grunthal Evangelical 
Mennonite Brethren, Manitoba; Salem 
Church in Waldheim, Sask.; Heartland 
Bible Church in Lincoln, Neb.; and 
Community Bible Church in Prince Albert, 
Sask., and others have been very intentional 
about using and communicating a church 

vision that is focused on outreach. This 
vision is being regularly communicated to 
their people. Stories of Gospel proclamation 
are being shared and celebrated. People are 
being inspired to share their faith.

We have a long ways to go as a Fellowship, 
but there are many good things happening 
in the area of outreach. I encourage all of our 
churches to move from considering putting 
a focus on outreach to actually doing it. It is 
worth the work and commitment. For many 
of our churches, there is a desire to grow in 
this direction, but the tyranny of the urgent 
has left us putting off the changes that we 
will need to make.

May we be inspired to grow in our 
effectiveness in reaching out. The ministry 
of outreach will make an eternal difference 
in the lives of our neighbors.

Continued from Page 2

Thank you very much [for the scholarship]. This is great news and I am 

beyond thankful for God’s provision. This scholarship comes at a vital time. 

Thank you again!

In Christ, 

Jesse Peters

Thank you

Dear Commission on Education, 
Thank you so much for the gift of the $1,000 scholarship for my continuing education. This gift is such a blessing to me and my family. Thank you for your continued support of the FEBC pastors and churches and for all you do to encourage and help us as we serve the Lord together. 

May God continue to bless you and your ministry.

Daniel Bear
Pastor of Family Ministries
Community Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.

Thank you
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Focus on our Churches continued on Page 12

SALEM CHURCH
Waldheim, Sask.
Darrell Derksen, Senior Pastor

Summer is always an exciting time for missions! There are many 
opportunities for people from Salem to get involved.  Joining with the 
other two churches in town to host an annual Missions Conference 
is always a highlight.   This year was no exception, as people were 
challenged by God’s Word through our speaker, Russ Wilson.   
Testimonies from missionaries gave us a picture of what God is doing 
around the world. “YouthStream” was a time for youth to connect 
with missionaries after the regular meetings.   These conferences 
began more than 60 years ago, and it’s exciting to see the torch being 
passed down through the generations.

This summer Youth for Christ is hosted a drop-in center here in 
town for children in the afternoons and youth in the evenings.  Two 
of our local youth — Erika Zazula and Thomas Willems — are 
working there full-time until the end of August.  Every Friday night 
is spiritual emphasis night for the youth, with our youth pastor, Lee 
Young, and Pastor Ryan Martin of Waldheim Mennonite Brethren 
Church alternately providing leadership. 

In July we heard some of the “stories from the mountains” from 
our team of women who participated in both the prayer teams and 
the climbing teams of Freedom Climb USA (an international group of 
women who climbed eight mountains over 14,000 feet in four days in 
Breckenridge, Colo.). Tabitha House, a small-scale training center for 
women in Kabwe, Zambia, is one of the places where the funds raised 
by the Freedom Climb are put to work.   Women are empowered 
through training in different skills so they can support themselves and 
their families. This summer, Rod and Brenda Wiens saw this work in 
action as they travelled to visit their daughter, Larissa Wiens, who is 
teaching and discipling vulnerable women there. They were able to 
deliver more than 200 pounds of donated items which are difficult to 
obtain there to assist the support team in their work. 

Plans are prayerfully being made to host “Christianity Explored” in 
our community this fall to help people understand what Christianity 
is all about. Please join us in prayer for this.

“Freedom Climb” points toward changed lives
By Denise Heppner

Salem Church, Waldheim, Sask.

Throughout Scripture, mountains seem to be God’s select spots 
to speak revelation and vision to His people.  In July, our Freedom 
Climb team from Salem Church joined ladies from around the 
world and climbed eight mountains over 14,000 feet in four days in 
Breckenridge, Colorado.   The purpose was to raise awareness and 
money for women and children who are victims of human trafficking.  
Through generous donations and many fund-raising activities, this 
team of ladies will fund the building of the Tabitha Skills Training 
Centre run by Larissa Wiens (a young lady from our church) in 
Zambia.  This is an Operation Mobilization project with the purpose 
of providing skills training for local ladies and children which lead 
to a life of independence and dignity.   The Freedom Climb changes 
the lives of those it serves, but also led to transformation within the 
ladies who climbed.   They report that God went to great lengths to 
spend some time alone with each of them on this journey.  The sheer 
physical challenge and exhaustion resulted in absolute dependence 
on Him.  It was an incredible journey of obedience and reliance, for a 
life-changing cause that they will continue to champion.     

New Book on Evangelism

Dr. Greg Koehn, former Pastor of Outreach at Evangelical Bible Church of Omaha, Neb., recently published 
the book Attack Evangelism. Originally written as a training manual for evangelism, the book developed into 
a study of salvation. Dr. Koehn notes, “The Church is God’s ordained institution on earth, but the Church 
spends too much time on the inside. The time has come to get off our seat, onto our feet and into the street. 
In view of our postmodern world, passive evangelism is not the answer; it is time to attack.”

Attack Evangelism can be purchased directly from the author (gak411@cox.net) for $20 plus $5 shipping 
or it can be ordered from Amazon.com. Books purchased directly from the author are autographed. 
Published by AuthorHouse, Bloomington Ind. 2014, ISBN 978-1-4918-6965-9; 368 pages. 

mailto:gak411%40cox.net?subject=
http://www.Amazon.com
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GOSPEL OF GRACE CHURCH
Hooker, Okla.
Chris McFarland, Pastor 

Summer is a busy time, with many church families participating in 
summer softball and baseball activities.  Several men and women were 
active in leadership (coaching) opportunities and were a testimony 
for the Lord in the community.

Various groups took the opportunity to serve the church over the 
summer through multiple ministries.  Teaching, organizing, cleaning, 
painting, cooking, singing and decorating were a few of these serving 
opportunities.  These activities provided the opportunity to encourage 
as many worked in a team-focused environment.

Vacation Bible School was a blessing as more than 25 adults and 
14 teen helpers reached out to children in the community with the 
Gospel message.  The participants used the gifts God has given and 
encouraged others as they trusted God though the week of VBS.  This 
was also visible during the preparation required before and after the 
week’s activities. Students attending totaled 136, and family follow-up 
is planned by teachers and Pastor Chris, as several students expressed 
the desire to hear further about the Gospel.

The school year is quickly approaching, and we are praying as plans 
are made for the year’s activities. Preparation for the youth, fellowship 
groups, Bible studies and church direction are being given to the Lord 
as we look to the future of our church. The church has celebrated its 
50th year, and we trust the Lord to direct for the upcoming years.  

Sandy McFarland, Correspondent

COMPASS IMMANUEL CHURCH
Rapid View, Sask.
Mike Ginther, Pastor

For Compass Immanuel Church there is no change of pace come 
the summer time as it may be for other congregations. Our weekly 
Sunday school continues to operate as it does throughout the winter, 
and it is about as well attended as any time of year. Our Vacation Bible 
School also kicked off the week of July 7, with children gathering each 
morning through July 11. This year we saw some 31 children from 
Pre-K to grade 7 participating. Even though it was busy, we wonder 
how we did it in the past when between 60 and 70 students attended.

The summer ministry is always highlighted by our people’s 
involvement in the camping ministry at Bethel Gospel Camp, and a 
number of our people took time to serve this summer and be involved 
in our outreach to our community in this way. Some of our people 
also took the opportunity to be involved at other local Bible camps 
as well.

Baptisms are always a joy and a delight to participate in, and this 
year saw four individuals following the Lord Jesus in water baptism 
on a beautiful day by the river. Many came to witness the baptisms. 
At Compass Immanuel Church baptism and membership are two 
separate events, and so those baptized are not necessarily members.

Pastor Mike Ginther, Correspondent

NORTHEAST BIBLE CHURCH 
Calgary Alta.
John Fehr, Pastor

Several young adults in our church have expressed a desire to 
understand what faith is really all about. We started a biweekly, 
Wednesday night Bible study in July for them. Edwin Langat 
and Henry Ogbomo assist Pastor John in leading the study where 
discussion and lots of questions are welcomed.

One of our families lives in the center of the area of Liberia, Africa, 
where the Ebola virus has taken many lives. Please pray with us for 
their safety.

We held our annual Sunday school picnic following a morning 
service in June. After a great time of visiting over a tasty barbecue 
meal, there were races for all ages. We even had a grandmothers’ race, 
which was a lot of fun. The kids enjoyed the sack race most of all.

Julie Ann Simpson, Correspondent  

GRUNTHAL EVANGELICAL MENNONITE BRETHREN CHURCH
Grunthal, Man.
Russ Reimer, Pastor 

Pastor Russ resigned from his position as of August 15. We are 
thankful for the years he spent serving our fellowship. Pray for 
him, his wife, Sheila, and their boys as Russ makes a part-time job 
of trucking his full-time job, at least for now. The church and elder 
board need your prayers as they look for a new pastor. Pray for God’s 
guidance in the decisions that will need to be made. 

Pastor Russ attended the FEBC Convention in Langham, Sask. 
Please pray for all those in leadership roles within the Fellowship. 
Pastor Russ ministered at the Sandy Creek Gospel Jamboree after the 
convention.

Continued from Page 11
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHAPEL
Winnipeg, Man.
John Harwood, Pastor

Mary Dyck with Awana Commander Rick Small

Our Awana program wrapped up with an evening celebrating the 
children’s’ achievements as well as celebrating the leaders’ faithful 
ministry over the years. One of our finest retired that evening.  
Mary Dyck, the program’s longest-running volunteer, retired as 
Awana Secretary after 30 years of service. That’s commitment! 

June was a busy month filled with “Love Winnipeg” activities, 
including a community barbeque, clothing giveaway and a community 
park clean-up day. Also in June, the college and career group hosted 
a Parking Lot Sale (think yard sale, only on a parking lot), with all 
the proceeds going to our local missionary family, Chris and Laurel 
Harwood with Youth For Christ.

Our small groups finished the year with a potluck supper. During 
the year, the small groups studied a discipleship program entitled 
“Discipleship Explored,” then moved on to Philip Yancey’s What’s So 
Amazing About Grace and ended the year with a study of the Psalms, 
focusing on prayer. From all accounts, the groups enjoyed a sweet 
fellowship together. 

Nancy Kunkel, Correspondent

EVANGELICAL MENNONITE BRETHREN CHURCH
Marion, S. D.
Randy Maass, Pastor

We were privileged to share a lunch on July 12 with Kent Becker, 
missionary to France, and nine members of the French basketball 
team that he coaches. His goal and mission is to step outside the box 
and expose these players to a Midwestern experience, leading them 
to see the foundational goal that God freely gives to each of us. Along 
with their basketball experiences, Kent was able to show them his old 
school and his home EMB Church. On July 27, Kent and son Stephan 
were here again, and Kent shared from Matthew 2:10-14. Kent and 
Sonja covet our prayers, as many new doors are opening for witness.

Sheila and Ken Ortman of LUC (Lives Under Construction) 
Boys Ranch in Lampe, Mo., are asking for prayer and support as they 
continue to care for their group of troubled boys. Ken and daughter 
Melissa are writing a book Dealing with Strong-willed Children. Pray 
that their new book will be a unique guide for others.

It has been encouraging to have our church youth  — now grown, 
married and scattered —  return to visit and share how this church has 
helped shape their lives.Our summer music ministry has been blessed 
over and over with Joline Dick Brewer and her family from Dallas. 
Texas, who came back to her roots for the summer months. They have 
shared the musical talent God has given them.

Lois Regehr, Correspondent

A barbecue/potluck fundraiser was held on July 27 for a woman 
named Cynda who is coming from Indonesia to attend Providence 
College in the fall. Please pray that she will receive enough support for 
her schooling, and also that she will grow tremendously in the Lord 
while she is here in Canada.

The theme of our Community Daily Vacation Bible School in July 
was “Wilderness Escape — Where God Guides and Provides,” the 
story of Moses’ and the Israelites’ journey. The turnout was great, with 
about 175 kids attending each night! Please remember to pray for all 
of the summer Bible camp programs and camp workers around the 
country, including several counsellors from our church fellowship.

The FEBC has many missionaries serving around the world. Our 
church supports several missionary families, including Henry and 
Jan Armstrong, Ron and Eunice Wiebe, Wes and Barb Peters and 
Frank and Margaret Martens. Mike and Carolyn Reimer and Elfi 
Zissner are also missionaries who have a special place in the hearts of 
the Grunthal EMB church family. Each has a variety of unique needs 
in their separate ministries. Pray that God will answer their prayers, 
and that many people will come to know the Lord as their Saviour! 

Marilyn D. Thiessen, Correspondent

We are a Fellowship of  Churches
We associate together voluntarily as interdependent 
churches. We share common beliefs and mission. 

24 in Canada (Western Ontario to British Columbia)

19 in the United States (Northwest Michigan to Oregon  
and Oklahoma north to the Canadian border)

1 in Paraguay, South America

Focus on our Churches continued on Page 14
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COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
Omaha, Neb.
Charles Tschetter, Senior Pastor

Fourteen youth and their adult leaders hosted a Vacation Bible School 
program as they ministered in St. Vincent for 10 days this summer. 

Dr. Greg Carlson, professor of Christian Ministries at Trinity 
International University and formerly of Grace University, spoke at 
our annual outdoor service in August. Dr. Carlson focused on Judges 
6-7 and shared how to depend upon God in a culture that doesn’t.

CBC hosted a Ministry Fair in August, with dozens of tables filled 
with information about ministry opportunities at our church and in 
the community. 

Dr. Stanley Toussaint, Senior Professor Emeritus of Bible 
Exposition at Dallas Theological Seminary, will speak at CBC’s Fall 
Bible Conference in September.

Sharon Berg, Correspondent

EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Omaha, Neb.
Dr. Don Pahl, Senior Pastor

Our men’s group, IronSharpeners, meets at our church one  
Saturday morning each month for a hearty, home-cooked breakfast, 
fellowship and challenging speaker.  They also recently enjoyed 
attending a baseball game and had fun at their annual disc golf 
outing.  All of the men’s activities are designed to provide fellowship 
and opportunities for the men in the church to get to know each other 
better, but they also are great opportunities to invite others from 
outside our church.

At our annual church picnic we enjoyed food, singing and 
playing outdoors.  This event brings all ages together from all of our  
worship services.  

Sherrie Lindsey, Correspondent

RICHER FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Richer, Man.
Simon Cheung, Pastor

We welcomed our new pastor, Ryan Rear, and his wife, Uma, to 
our church. Ryan preached his first message on Sunday, July 6. 

We hosted a farewell party for Pastor Simon Cheung on July 26 at 
the Young at Hearts Club in Richer. We put on a skit of Simon’s not-
so-pleasant arrival to Richer 12 years ago, when he lost the luggage 
he left in the ditch. We made a memory page of each family and also 
presented him with an outdoor scene for his driveway. 

This August’s theme for Daily Vacation Bible School was simple: 
“The Good News Gospel.” We showed the kids a newspaper and 
told them the Bible also brings headline news of the Gospel. 
Lessons included the prodigal son, the confusion of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, Jesus’ return to Earth and the apostle Paul’s race for 
the crown. Twelve to 14 children participated, and the Lord gave 
opportunity to talk about forgiveness, the truth of God’s Word, the 
imminent return of Christ, and finding ways to love our neighbour on 
our race for the crown. The message became real to one girl, as tears 
were shed upon hearing that the older brother of the prodigal son did 
not want to forgive him as his father did. The children were taught to 
sing “Jesus Loves Me” in sign language as a tangible reminder that no 
matter what happens in their life, Jesus loves them. 

We want “The Good News Gospel” to reach Richer. It’s that simple.

Michelle Driedger, Correspondent

Continued from Page 13

EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Langham, Sask.
Greg Guarnett, Senior Pastor

June was a month of wrapping up youth ministry and Family Hour 
(Sunday school) for the summer and a time of preparing to host the 
FEBC Convention in July.  Thank you to all our fellow FEBC sisters 
and brothers for coming and being such great guests.  It was so good 
to strengthen relationships and make new friends!  

We are proud of our four grade 12 graduates, three of whom are 
headed for Millar College of the Bible this fall.  A number of our 
congregation worked with summer camp ministries as well.  We 
are thankful for the leadership skills our youth and young adults are 
learning through these opportunities. 

As our church heads into the fall please pray that we will be effective 
in reaching our community for Christ.

Marilyn Friesen, Correspondent

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH OF RHINELAND
Rhineland, Sask.
Dwane Easton, Pastor

Four young people were baptized in June.

Rhonda Easton, Correspondent
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EVANGELICAL MENNONITE BRETHREN CHURCH
Lustre, Mont.
John Skillman, Pastor

Many of our people ministered in June at Beacon Bible Camp, 
about 35 miles south of Lustre near Frazer.    During senior high 
week, Norman and Tamara Teichroew were counselors, nurse and 
director’s helpers.  Pastor John and another local pastor co-directed 
the junior high camp, which required much creativity, patience and 
energy.   Another one of Lustre EMB church members, Dan Marasco, 
provided the messages at the junior high camp.  Dan also skillfully led 
the worship group that was composed of area youth.  On one of the 
camp afternoons, the youth presented Bible-based skits and music for 
the residents of Nemont Manor, an assisted living home in Glasgow.  

Kirk Blackwell reported in July on his work in Slovenia with Avant 
Ministries.

Sharon Skillman, Correspondent 

FAITH EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Henderson, Neb.
Michael Fink, Pastor

Several young couples of our church hosted a special 
“Commemoration Night” in June. The evening was designed to 
remember our past and honor those of our older generation who 
served God faithfully over the years.  Rick Bartek walked us through 
the highlights of church history going back to Jesus disciples and the 
early church, leading up to our own church family here today.  It was a 
great reminder of “keeping the faith” from one generation to another.  
The event included a time of reflection and refreshments.

Our missionaries, Pam and Larin Adams (Wycliffe) have been 
home for a few months this summer and were honored with a potluck 
dinner in August.  They have also shared some of the neat things God 
is doing in Thailand.

Pastor Mike is beginning a Sunday Morning series of messages on 
“The Persecuted Church.”

Alice Decker, Correspondent

JANSEN BIBLE CHURCH
Jansen, Neb.
Paul Carpenter, Pastor

The youth group worked hard at the Washington, Kansas, rodeo 
concession stand in June. Their uniform T-shirts proclaimed Jesus as 
the object of their joyful service.

The men of the congregation enjoyed a Golf Scramble, while the 
women spent that time deep cleaning the church and organizing 
items from the recent Vacation Bible School. Jansen ladies gathered 
for a retreat in August in Lincoln.

Each summer month we enjoy an evening of  “Fellowship After 
Church Tonight” at the parsonage. 

Our July financial statement revealed that the recently constructed 
Fellowship Hall/Awana games’ building is now completely paid off!

We look forward to the Awana kick-off wiener roast in late August, 
the Sunday school picnic in September and the Harvest Missions 
Festival in October.

Tena Dick, Correspondent

CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH
Steinbach, Man. 
Jared Hiebert, Pastor

Cornerstone was delighted to welcome back SEND missionaries 
Sam and Melody Kuka at a potluck in June.  Sam and Melody are 
home on furlough for a few months, and we are happy to serve 
alongside them, to offer encouragement and to be encouraged by 
them and their ministry.

A group of our youth set out to serve at Fisher Bay Bible Camp 
June 29-July 4.  They kept busy with dry walling, painting and other 
service projects.  A number of these youth stayed on as counselors 
or joined the camp’s leadership training program LEAP (Leadership 
Equipping Acquisition Program).

Looking ahead to September, we are growing excited about a new 
ministry year and all God has in store for us.  We as a church are also 
eagerly anticipating the return of our senior pastor, Jared Hiebert, 
in early September, at which time his sabbatical will come to an end.

Marsella Wiebe, Correspondent

COUNTRYSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
Meade, Kan.

Georgia Piteo reported in June on her ministry in Germany 
with Grace University. Taylor Wiens, our summer intern, spoke on 
worship, interspersed with songs, following a potluck in July.

The Jeremy Fruechting family from Ethiopia was with us Aug. 10, 
and Jeremy shared the morning message.  Pastor Chuck’s stepfather 
passed away July 20, and in his absence Eric Jones challenged 
us with a message on “Contentment.”   Our summer intern,  
Taylor Wiens, shared a message from Deuteronomy 8 on  
remembering the provisions of God in the Israelites’ lives and in ours.

Children in pre-kindergarten through second grade enjoyed a 
“Drive-In Movie Morning” in July. They were asked to bring their 
very own cardboard box car. High schoolers were able to enjoy a few 
days at Red River in New Mexico and be ministered to in the Word by 
Taylor Wiens. At the annual Teens Living for Christ retreat in August, 
the teens ministered at the Lives Under Construction Boys Ranch in 
Lampe, Mo.

During the morning worship service we heard the testimonies of 
two individuals who were later accepted as members.

Mary Friesen, Correspondent
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VITA BIBLE CHURCH
Vita, Man.

Our Vacation Bible School, held in August,  is  such an exciting 
outreach to our community. Many children within the community 
come to church, hear God’s Word, sing fun songs and enjoy creating 
their own crafts. They also get to have the full experience of the 
theme with a thoroughly decorated sanctuary. It is such a great thing 
to have children excited to learn about God! This weeklong event 
is followed by a wind-up on Sunday, when parents get to see their 
children perform the songs they’ve learned, hear about the lessons 
taught, as well as hear the children recite their memory verses. This is 
a very positive experience for many children who don’t always have 
the opportunity to attend church.

Every fourth Sunday of the month we have dedicated to missions. 
Pastor Mark Funk of Stuartburn Gospel Chapel shared about his 
trip to Burma and the harsh lifestyles there, the work being done and 
the people’s  excitement to learn about God. Steve Taylor of Sarto 
shared about God’s absolute truth, comparing a worldly view to a 
biblical view. Richard Quiring of Transcona, Winnepeg, spoke to us 
about fear and how we can have victory over it with God. 

      Tiffany Tuurenhout, Correspondent

EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Dallas, Ore.
Jerry Franz, Pastor

At our mini-missions conference we were fortunate to have visitors 
from SIM, Thomas and Huawa Shelwah, directors of the Leprosy 
& Fistula Clinic in Niger.   We began the weekend with a fellowship 
time to get acquainted with the Shelwahs. The conference included 
a wonderful brunch hosted by the Women’s Ministry, where Huawa 
shared her personal journey, and a time of prayer.

The High School Youth Group began their preparations for a 
mission trip to Chico, Calif.  A very successful fund raiser for the trip 
included a night of music and cheesecake. They held weekly training 
sessions to prepare to host Vacation Bible School at a church in Chico.  
Twenty young people and 15 adults traveled to California.

 They were successful in leading young people to Christ.  

To prepare for Vacation Bible School in August, we gathered items 
for a “Back to School” project, partnering with our community to 
provide backpacks and school supplies for kids.  At this writing we 
are planning to host a movie night, showing “God’s Not Dead,”  and 
hope to see several from our community in attendance.  

The Ladies Missionary Fellowship continues to meet once a 
month.  The specialty of the group is quilting, but they also knit and 
crochet hats and booties for babies, make picture books for the elderly 
homebound people and send note cards of encouragement to our 
military.  We are so grateful for the beautiful work they do; many have 
been the recipients of one of their wonderful quilts.  

The Healthcare Committee sponsored an interesting bus trip for 
seniors to a nearby town to see a full-scale replica of the Tabernacle. 

We welcomed two new members.

Vicki Kibbey, Correspondent

on
our CHURCHES

Continued from Page 15

STUARTBURN GOSPEL CHAPEL
Stuartburn, Man.
Mark Funk, Pastor

We wrapped up Awana and youth programs this spring with 
chilly winds still whipping around us at our outdoor activities.  Even 
in June, as we celebrated with five of our teens who graduated from 
high school and enjoyed the annual Sunday School picnic, sunny 
days were followed by cold nights.  It seemed summer was held at bay 
until suddenly it was upon us in full force. With the end of the regular 
schedule, the busy camp season took over with many of our church 
families involved in various positions, both staff and volunteer, at 
Roseau River Bible Camp and Fisher Bay Bible Camp.  

Many of our families also make their living from the land and 
the growing season is their busiest time.  It is harder than usual with 
families away at camp or at work in the fields to keep connected, so we 
have an informal potluck after service every Sunday from the end of 
June to the end of August.  Many find this relaxed meal and fellowship 
a welcome break from the pace set by unpredictable weather and 
energetic campers!  We look forward every week to hearing how God 
has blessed those who serve Him and those who are served for His 
sake.  Our August memory verse reminds us that whether we are in the 
field, at camp, at work or at home, we are on the mission field.  “Live 
wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every 
opportunity.  Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that 
you will have the right response for everyone” Colossians 4:5-6 (NLT).

Sue Hoy, Correspondent
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GRACE EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Abbotsford, B.C.
Ryan Peixoto, Pastor

We had a fun and busy summer together at Grace Church. It can be 
easy to slow down on ministry in the church as summer approaches. 
However, we kept busy with several socials throughout the summer 
so that the people of the church could get to know each other and 
grow as a church family. We kicked off the season with a service and 
barbecue in the park in June.  The kids even had a chance to use water 
guns during Pastor Ryan’s message on Jonah, and they had so much 
fun being a part of the service. We enjoyed the final World Cup Soccer 
Match, ice cream at a farm, attending an Audio Adrenaline concert at 
our local fair, and many more events in August. 

Our ladies’ ministry hosted a garden party at a home on a lake. It 
was a perfect day of tea, scones and other goodies. Everyone wore a 
special hat, and the speaker was a previous nursery owner who shared 
a special testimony, including tips on growing lavender.

The young adults have been getting to know each other better by 
meeting once a month. They traveled to a motor raceway park in 
Washington State in July. Most of our young adults are also finding 
other ways to get involved in different ministries here in Grace 
Church. It is so neat to see everyone coming together no matter the 
age or where they are at in life.

Our youth have been busy, enjoying an indoor trampoline park, 
water fights in the church parking lot, waterslides at night, followed by 
an outdoor concert and sleepover at the church. More than 50 youth 
and volunteers attended. God is opening up doors for our youth, and 
it has been such a blessing for Grace Church to play a part in that. 

We look forward to our fall kickoff/fellowship lunch on Sept. 7.  
We have several new events and classes starting this fall as well. 

Diana Dyck, Correspondent

HEARTLAND BIBLE CHURCH
Lincoln, Neb.
Scott Hecht, Pastor

In June, Dave Hoesch, a member of our congregation, told 
about his recent mission trip to the Dominican Republic with Joni 
and Friends ministries to provide wheelchairs for those in need of 
them.   His work was to help adapt each wheelchair to the needs of 
the individual receiving it.   This was a powerful work through this 
ministry of love.

Dr. Mark Christian, who was born and raised in Egypt and trained 
as a physician, was our speaker in July.   Eventually he walked away 
from Islam and in time came to discover the truth of Jesus Christ and 
committed his life to Him.  Dr. Christian understands the relationship 
between Islam as a religion and Islam as a political movement, and 
what this means for Americans.  We hope to hear him teach on this 
subject again.

A Child Evangelism Fellowship Five-Day Club was held in June on 
the parking lot of the church.  This event has been offered for several 
years, with many children then coming to our Wednesday youth 
activities during the winter.

At a recent Missions Movie Night, we traveled to the Horn of 
Africa to witness the rapid advance of the Gospel despite that area 
being torn by war, shadowed by famine and dominated by Islam.  In 
an area much in the news, we saw what has happened in the Great 
Rift Valley, up the White Nile and down to South Sudan as the Gospel 
reached those places with the forgiveness of Jesus.

We are excited and pleased to announce that Larry Peters was 
presented as our new elder in August. Prior to his selection, the 
congregation had a number of opportunities to ask questions of Larry 
that pertained to the role of elder. We pray God’s wisdom and blessing 
on his service to us.

Throughout the summer, the ladies of the church have been 
meeting for a Bible Study called 10 Keys for Unlocking the Bible.  

Trudy Reimer, Correspondent

DALMENY BIBLE CHURCH
Dalmeny, Sask.
Dennis Friesen, Pastor

Sheri Kroeker and Damaris Rempel hosted a barbecue July 6 to  
raise funds for Freedom Climb, which helps victims of human 
trafficking. They also joined the Colorado Climb, where women 
climbed seven summits in four days.

Sheldon and Laurie Rempel representing Avant Ministries shared 
with us on July 20 of their ministry and future plans.

Together with the Community Church we hosted a worship 
service in the park for our annual Dalmeny Days Weekend. There 
were children’s events, music and a message.

The Community Church joined us for our worship service on the 
long weekend in July.

 We praise the Lord for the three who were baptized and became 
members on July 20.

Marilyn Harder, Correspondent 
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Who Is Jesus? For more than 2,000 years, people everywhere have continued to grapple with this all-important question.

The answer is available — but is often clouded by misunderstanding and mistruth. Unfortunately, this is especially the case on today’s 
college campuses, where facts are regularly blurred in the name of tolerance and pluralism.

TrueU®: Who Is Jesus? is designed to help students and young adults discover the truth about Jesus-for themselves. Dr. Del Tackett, host 
of Focus on the Family’s “The Truth Project,” is assisted by guest experts Lee Strobel, Gary Habermas, and others. Together they intelligently 
explore Jesus’s ancestry and prophetic mission; His words, works and character; His death and resurrection; whether Jesus is the only way 
to God; and more. 

Includes two DVDs, each with five 30-minute lessons (10 lessons total), and one group discussion guide (also sold separately), as well as 
a leader’s discussion guide on the DVD (to print out) with questions and exercises to enhance your group’s study experience.

Ten 30-minutes sessions. More details at www.TrueU.org

Available for loan for your church or small group. Request it from orders@febcministries.org.

Video Library

Fellowship Views
Churches Seeking Pastors
Please ask God to provide pastors for churches without a shepherd. 
If you know of someone who might be a good fit for these  
rural/small town churches, please pass this information on to them.

•	 Community Bible Church of Wolf Point, Mont., is seeking 
a pastor. For additional information, contact: Mr. Richard 
Desch at desch5@yahoo.com or phone  (406) 653-2974 or  
(406) 471-3030 (cell). Résumés may also be mailed to  
330 Dawson St., Wolf Point, MT  59201.

•	 Fairview Bible Church of Swift Current, Sask., is seeking a 
part-time senior pastor. Most attendees are mature believers 
who appreciate traditional music and Bible preaching. Direct 
enquiries to fairviewbiblechurch@hotmail.ca.

•	 Hodgson Bible Church of Hodgson, Man., is searching for a 
pastor who can bring God’s Word to a small town, rural setting. 
For more information, contact Ted Hartog at tchartog@lakenet.ca 
(phone 204-372-6990) or contact John Plett at john50@mymts.net 
(phone 204-372-6700).

•	 Vita Bible Church of Vita, Man., is seeking a full-time pastor, 
someone who has spiritual and character maturity with 
pastoral experience and is able to connect with rural people 
in a small farming community. Contact Jake Funk, chairman 
of Vita Bible Church at (204) 427-2875 or send résumé to Vita 
Bible Church, PO Box 306, Vita, MB R0A 2K0.

A Few Good Men and Women
Many positions on the U.S. Board of Directors and the various 
international commissions are still open. People who are interested 
in serving our Fellowship should contact their local church board. 
People nominated by their local church can be appointed by the 
Board of Directors until the next election. For more information, 
contact Mr. Don Krehbiel at don.febc@cox.net.

Personnel Changes
Janet Rosenquist has been hired to be the Financial 
Secretary of FEBC USA. This position combines 
many of the responsibilities formerly done by the 
bookkeeper and Administrator. Interestingly, Janet 
is the daughter of former FEBC Administrator  
Bob Frey. Janet, her husband, Russ, and their two 

children live in Omaha and are members of Evangelical Bible Church.

The Fellowship continues to seek a replacement part-time 
administrator and a part-time publishing specialist. For job 
descriptions and applications for either of those positions, e-mail 
to info@febcministries.org.

Who is Jesus?

mailto:www.TrueU.org?subject=
mailto:orders%40febcministries.org?subject=
mailto:don.febc%40cox.net?subject=
http://info@febcministries.org


Fellowship Focus September/ October 2014 19

Paradise Valley Church, Natoma, Kan.

◆◆ Annika Rei to Ryan and Mandy Weigel, Feb. 28; 
grandmother is Jan Tidball

◆◆ Michael Dean to Mark and Lacy MacConnell, April 23; 
grandparents are Pastor Ben and Sharon MacConnell

Vita Bible Church, Vita, Man.

◆◆ Rudy and Riley to Hans and Adina Unger, June 7; 
grandparents are Diedrich and Sara Unger

◆◆ Sophie Marie to Kristopher and Jessica Driedger, Aug. 1 

THE RECORD

Marriages

Deaths

Christian Fellowship Chapel, Winnipeg, Man.

◆◆ Rachel Joy to Chris and Laurel Harwood, June 28; 
grandparents are Pastor John and Rae Harwood

Christian Fellowship Church of Rhineland, Sask.

◆◆ Allison Grace to Darell and Angie Ginther, June 4

Community Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.

◆◆ Edison Douglas was born to Dustin and Katie Meester, 
June 15; grandparents are Larry and Sue Kohler

◆◆ Lillian Marie Claire to Amgad Morgan-Girgis and  
Carolyn Youssef, July 14

Dalmeny Bible Church, Dalmeny, Sask.

◆◆ Rowynn Hazel to Devin and Jenn King, June 16

Evangelical Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.

◆◆ Margaret Abigail to David and Carrie Ingraham June 17; 
grandparents are Lee and Therese Ingraham

◆◆ Roland Roosevelt to Trevor and Whitney Crowder, June 26

◆◆ Lylah Katherine to Mack and Angela Taulborg, July 3

Evangelical Bible Church, Dallas, Ore.

◆◆ Zoey Grace to Andrew and Sandy McFarland; grandparents 
are Ian and Linda McFarland (missionaries in Ecuador) 
and Bob and Becky Baxter

Faith Evangelical Bible Church, Henderson, Neb.

◆◆ MaKenna Sue to Ryan and Melissa Weedin, June 11; 
grandparents are Don and Kathy Weedin

Grace Evangelical Bible Church, Abbotsford, B.C.

◆◆ Blake Maria to Spencer and Candace Hagen, June 3

Heartland Bible Church, Lincoln, Neb.

◆◆ Xerxes Jude to Keera Cole, May 18; grandmother is  
Ginny Cole

Jansen Bible Church, Jansen, Neb.

◆◆ Elianna to Joseph and Dominique Clay, June 2; grandfather 
is Jerry Clay

Christian Fellowship Church of Rhineland, Sask.

†† Helen M. Friesen (94), April 11

†† Gertie Andres (94), June 5

Countryside Bible Church, Meade, Kan.

†† Marjorie (Marge) Wiens (77), June 30

Christian Fellowship Church of Rhineland, Sask.

ӦӦ Sarah Martens to Jarrod Heinrichs, son of Pete and 
Lydia Heinrichs, July 19

Community Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.

ӦӦ Rebekah Poeffel to Caleb Cornelius, son of Kim and 
Allene Cornelius, May 23

ӦӦ Alyssa Hughes, daughter of Scott and Carolyn Hughes, 
to Micah Busse, July 12

Evangelical Mennonite Brethren Church, Grunthal, Man.

ӦӦ Jennifer Froese, daughter of Herman and Inge Froese, 
to Jarryd Preston, June 20

Salem Church, Waldheim, Sask.

ӦӦ Janae Pham to Matthew Derksen, son of Pastor Darrell 
and Priscilla Derksen, Aug. 2

Stuartburn Gospel Chapel, Stuartburn, Man.

ӦӦ Robyn Gerbrandt, daughter of Dale and Deb 
Gerbrandt, to Joseph Friesen, June 7 

ӦӦ Jessica Fehr, daughter of George and Mary Fehr, to 
John Reimer, June 8

Births & Adoptions
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NO ENDORSEMENT

By Ruth Richert Jones

An unopened box of cookies stood waiting on the pantry 
shelf. A can of recently purchased English breakfast tea stood 
next to the teapot. Earlier, my neighbor and I chatted across the 
fence. While she was recovering from a broken leg, I took a piece 
of homemade apple pie to her. 

I thought I had done all the things I could to create friendship. 
Wasn’t that what one did in “friendship evangelism?” 

When I had time, I insisted, I would brew that pot of tea, 
pour it into bone china cups decorated with country roses, and 
then serve it to my neighbor. We’d sit and sip tea, munch cookies 
and chat.  I’d tell her that Christ died for her and explain how she 
could receive eternal life.

 But I waited too long. Before I took time for tea with my 
neighbor, I read in the Omaha World Herald that she had fallen 
down her basement stairs and died. It was too late!

Ruth Richert Jones attends 
Community Bible Church of Omaha. 
Ruth is the author of six books and 
more than 100 articles. Her recorded 
books are available free of charge for 
the visually impaired from Talking 
Book and Braille Service.

Too Late

Convention 2014
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