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President’s Challenge

State of the Fellowship 2013

Highlights of President Blaine Donaldson's address at the FEBC convention.

P

Outreach is on the radar of most of our churches in ways that it has not been in
quite some time.

salm 51 is best known as displaying the brokenness of King David.
Some of the most well-known
words are in verses 10-12: “Create in me
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away
from your presence, and take not your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the
joy of your salvation, and uphold me
with a willing spirit.”
These truly are rich words, yet David’s
restoration was bound to his response. We
read in verse 13, “Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners
will return to you.”
Connected with most of the things
that God does in our lives is the expectation that we will share the greatness and
wonder of God with those who do not
know Him. That is one of the motivations
behind the vision of the FEBC. We need
to be teaching people about the Lord by
telling them about the great things that He
has done, the great things that He is doing
and the great things that He is yet to do.
This message is not to be forced, but
rather is to be an overflow of our own experience with God. We are to proclaim
what we experience of God, but let us experience God to the full and share it all
with all those who will listen.
The link between God’s activity in our
lives and the expectation to tell others
about it is also clearly carried in the New
Testament. Speaking of Christians, we
read in 1 Peter 2:9-12: “But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies
of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are God’s
people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received
mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners
and exiles to abstain from the passions
of the flesh, which wage war against
your soul. Keep your conduct among
2
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the Gentiles honorable, so that when
they speak against you as evildoers,
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.”
In these verses there are several descriptions or names of Christians. All of
these names and descriptions are held together for the purpose which is, “that you
may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.” The context of this
proclamation is amongst the Gentiles, or
those who do not know the Lord.
First we are called a chosen people.
There is a sense in which God has chosen
each of us to proclaim Him. It seems that
most people know what it is to be the last
to be picked for the baseball game. Yet
God, who could choose anyone, has chosen you and me. This is true for every one
of us individually, but also of us corporately. We need to work together to proclaim Jesus.
We are called a royal priesthood. In the
midst of proclaiming Jesus, God calls us to
be priests for these same people. I see this
as a call to prayer. We represent nonChristians to the Lord. We pray for them.
We intercede for them. We partner in the
work of the Holy Spirit in their lives. As
we talk about proclaiming Jesus, a major
part of that work is to develop our prayer
lives for those who do not have a relationship with Jesus. I am excited to see
that there have been a number of prayer
initiatives for non-Christians taken in various churches in our Fellowship.
We are called a holy nation. God has
chosen us. He has called us to pray and
intercede for non-Christians. But He is
calling us to do that as a holy nation. We
are called to be a transformed people as
we take the Gospel to non-Christians. God
expects and enables us to be a people like
Himself — a people who overcome sin in
our day-to-day life. This is not saying that
we need to be a perfect people, but we
should be a people who are holy, a peo-

September/October 2013

ple who are being transformed into the
likeness of God. I like to define holiness as
two kinds of separation: separation from
sin; but also separation unto godliness.
We are also called a people for His own
possession. This verse is partially saying that
God has chosen us to possess us. He intends to show Himself through us. We are
the clay pots. We are His own possession.

7

“Our message is not to be
forced, but rather to be an
overflow of our own
experience with God.”
These thoughts are consistent with the
initiatives that we have been taking as a
Fellowship, and with what I have been
doing as its president. As a Fellowship, we
have been working with as many church
leaderships as we can. Our goal is to help
the leaders catch the vision to transform
the culture of their church members — to
change the culture so that their people become a proclaiming people. In some ways,
much of the work is in its infancy. However, I have been so grateful for changes
that have already happened. Many of our
churches are launching prayer initiatives
to enhance our outreach. These initiatives
have been at the level of the leaders, and
in some cases, they are churchwide initiatives. Stories of Gospel proclamation opportunities are being shared in formal and
informal settings. Many of our churches
are becoming involved in service projects
that have the intention of showing love to
the lost in their church communities. In
the midst of building these relationships,
opportunities to talk about Jesus are being
sought. Overall, I am so pleased to see that
outreach is on the radar of most of our
churches in ways that it has not been in
quite some time, if ever. Truly, we have a
long way to go, but stumbling, we are trying to go in the right direction.
■
Scripture references taken from the
English Standard Version
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Prayer initiatives, service projects, relationship-building — the
natural outworking of these is sharing the Gospel. There are some
hopeful signs that outreach is taking deeper root in our Fellowship,
as churches seek to live out the 20/20 Vision of becoming a proclaiming people.
“Outreach is on the radar of most of our churches in ways that
it has not been in quite some time …,” said President Blaine Donaldson to the delegates at last summer’s annual FEBC convention.
You’ll find more of Blaine’s thoughts as we share the highlights of
his keynote address on page 3.
Other significant news coming out of Convention is the new
governance model for the Fellowship. The delegates approved a
new constitution that provides for a Board of Directors to govern
the FEBC. Administrator Paul Boeker shares the details on page 9.
A special thanks to Autumn Donaldson, for her convention coverage this year. Autumn provides a round-up of the event’s speakers, which included four Fellowship pastors, on page 9, and the
valuable Vision Sharpening sessions that share how individual
churches are implementing the 20/20 Vision (back cover).

Celebration! Next summer will mark
the 125th anniversary of the founding
of the Fellowship of Evangelical Bible
Churches. Come celebrate with us at
the FEBC Annual Convention in
Langham, Saskatchewan, July 16-20.
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Harvey Schultz

Focus on the Word

Submitting to
to
Submitting
One Another
Another
One
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the
Spirit.
— Ephesians 5:18

F

ollowing this instruction about the
necessity to keep on being filled
with the Spirit of God, Paul indicates some of the ways in which that will
play out in a believer’s life. One of these
has to do with our daily relationships
with others and is articulated in verse
21: “ … submitting to one another out
of reverence for Christ” (English Standard Version).
A footnote in the NIV Study Bible
adds an important factor to our understanding of this verse by stating that “the
grammar indicates that this mutual submission is associated with the filling of the
Spirit in v.18.” In other words, such conduct is a mark of a Spirit-filled believer.
Without experiencing the constant filling
of the Spirit, it will be impossible to obey
this instruction from the heart.
In reality, the meaning of this verse is
not difficult to grasp. And Paul goes on
to give a number of examples of how the
principle of submitting to one another
should be applied to the daily lives of believers:
7 wives submitting to their husbands
7 children submitting to their parents
7 slaves (or employees) submitting to
their masters (employers)
And, interestingly, in each case he
builds a protection clause into the relationship so that husbands, fathers (parents) and masters will not exploit the
one who is submitting to them.
The difficulty lies in the reciprocity of
the submission. We are to submit to
“one another.” Does this mean that husbands are also to submit to their wives?
That parents are also to submit to their
children and employers to their employ4
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ees? Hardly. That would make those instructions meaningless.
I would like to suggest an additional
application, one which Paul does not
mention explicitly but which is, I believe,
in full accord with the passage and
which may help us understand and
apply this verse to many different situations. Remember that this passage
speaks about relationships between believers. In addition to the examples presented by Paul, there are many other

7

Without experiencing
the constant filling of
the Spirit, it will be
impossible to obey

God’s instruction to

submit to one another
from the heart.

7

situations in the life of a church where
we will need to practice submitting to
“one another.”
Imagine an elder board chairman.
He is a gifted singer who sings in the
church choir. The choir director makes
some musical choices which he doesn’t
agree with. While they do not violate
any doctrinal issues, they are contrary to
his personal preferences, and he feels
very strongly about these. Should he
take the liberty, since he is the chairman
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of the elder board, to insist that the choir
director do it his way? After all, the choir
director is ultimately accountable to the
Board of Elders. But since this is a matter of personal preference and not a doctrinal issue, I believe he should submit to
the choir director.
Or, imagine a church renovation project. Mr. X, a qualified contractor and
builder who serves on the Renovation
Project Committee along with other
members, who are also competent in
construction matters but with less expertise than he. The committee makes
some choices which he does not agree
with. He holds to his opinions very
strongly even though they do not have
to do the structural integrity of the building or with legal codes. It is not a matter
of right or wrong but of personal preference. He feels that in the light of his superior expertise as a builder, his opinion
should prevail. Should he take the liberty
to insist that the committee listen to
him? Once again, since this is a matter
of personal preference and not of legal
building codes or the structural integrity
of the building, I believe that he should
submit to the will of the committee.
I’m sure my readers can multiply examples from their own church life when
someone with greater rank in the
church, greater expertise, greater gifting, greater skills, greater abilities, is
convinced that he/she knows better
than those entrusted with making certain decisions. And they may be right!
But, they are not in a position to make
the final decision alone and neither is
their opinion a matter of doctrinal, ethical or legal considerations. For the local
body of Christ to function as it should, it
is in such situations that all of us must
learn the principle of “submitting to
one another.” It is a mark of the Spirit■
filled believer.

FELLOWSHIP VIEWS • FELLOWSHIP VIEWS • FELLOWSHIP VIEWS
Restore Sahel Academy
Thanks to your generosity, our Fellowship has far exceeded
its goal of providing $20,000 to restore Sahel Academy in Niamey, Niger! The school opened on schedule on August. For
the most recent project total, go to www.fellowshipforward.org.
Dalmeny Brazil Team
Ten members of the Dalmeny Bible Church went to Brazil
August 6-22. They partnered with Quest Camp and global partners Scott and Patsy Buhler to do trail development, construction and repairs at the Quest campground. Learn more
about their work at www.dalmenybiblechurch.ca/.

Post Convention Photos

Congratulations to Ordained Pastors
The Commission on Churches recently assisted five
churches with ordination councils. After passing rigorous examination, five pastors were recommended for ordination by
their churches and the Commission on Churches, then ratified
by Fellowship delegates.
■ Rev. Mark Funk, Stuartburn Gospel Chapel of Stuartburn,
Man.
■ Rev. John Harwood, Christian Fellowship Chapel, Winnipeg, Man.
■ Rev. Gary Krehbiel, Evangelical Bible Church of Omaha,
Neb.
■ Rev. Ryan Rear, Valley Bible Fellowship, Morris, Man.
■ Rev. Kevin Stone, Evangelical Bible Church of Omaha, Neb.
In addition to these, the Commission on Churches relicensed
11 pastors who are preparing for ordination and licensed three
new pastors. Credentialing clergy is one of the important programs
our Fellowship carries out for member churches and pastors.

Commissio

Fellowship Finances
At the end of July (third quarter), it appears that contributions from U.S. churches will fall $12,000 below budget
for the year. Unless God provides this amount through gifts
from individuals or through other sources, FEBC USA will
end the year in the red. FEBC Canada has incurred several
thousand dollars in legal expenses due to government-mandated requirements for new bylaws. Please join us in asking
God to provide additional contributions for FEBC Canada as
well.
All churches are encouraged to commit four percent of
their income to fund the Fellowship in order to ensure a more
solid financial footing. As a Fellowship created by our
churches, we depend upon the mercy of our churches for continued support.
Churches Seeking Pastors
Please ask God to provide pastors for our Fellowship
churches. Perhaps you know of someone who would fit into
these positions.
■ Community Bible Church of Indian Head, Sask., is seeking
a senior pastor. Please direct all inquiries and resumes to
Harvey Schultz at hesals@aol.com or to PO Box 8, Waldheim, SK S0K 4R0.
■ Fairview Bible Church of Swift Current, Sask., is seeking a
part-time senior pastor. Most attendees are mature believers who appreciate traditional music and Bible preaching.
Direct enquiries to fairviewbiblechurch@hotmail.ca.
■ Christian Fellowship Church of Rhineland (Wymark,
Sask.) is seeking a senior pastor. Send enquiries and résumés to Keven Krahn sandyplain@yourlink.ca.

n on Missio

ns

hes
Commission on Churc

Fellowship Focus

September/October 2013

5

Grace EBC Christian educator honored with 2013 Anna Rieger award
role eventually became that of an adWith gratitude for his faithful service
ministrator in 2003 when Grace Church
and godly influence on many lives, the
completely changed its program curricuFellowship of Evangelical Bible Churches
lum, using the materials from 252 Bahonored Dick Wiebe with the Anna
sics™. His current role in Curriculum and
Rieger Christian Education Worker of the
Tech Support involves working with the
Year award for excellence in Christian edleaders of Sontown (age 3-kindergarten)
ucation.
and Starting Line (Grades 1-5) to ensure
Dick has dedicated about 44 years of
that they have materials and the required
his life to teaching children at Grace
resources, both physical and technical, as
Evangelical Bible Church of Abbotsford,
B.C. He is a faithful servant of God who Blaine and Autumn Donaldson present well as being a support and encouragement to them.
loves the Lord and seeks to introduce certificate to Dick Wiebe.
The spiritual development of children has been, and conchildren to their Heavenly Father in God-honouring ways,
tinues to be, very important to Dick. He is now providing edusing the available resources of the day.
Before having an official position in the Christian Edu- ucational materials and resources for many of his previous
cation department, Dick volunteered in the Christian Ser- students’ children and grandchildren.
Dick has exemplified godly character through his invice Brigade for about 10 years. It was during this time that
he started to teach children from preschool through third tegrity in times of adversity and by continuing in the path
grade in Sunday school. Eventually Dick became Junior Sun- God leads. He has spent countless hours in research, ensurday School Superintendent, and later the Sunday School Su- ing that the curriculum selected encourages spiritual growth
perintendent. When his work schedule permitted, Dick even from the youngest children (age 3) up through Grade 5. Dick
continues to find innovative ways of teaching biblical truth
volunteered to help with Vacation Bible School.
To reflect that its Sunday school program is a ministry through oral presentation of stories, skits, music, videos and
for entire families, not only children, Grace changed its online resources for parents, emphasizing that this ministry
■
name to “Family Bible School” in 1997. Dick’s leadership is to the whole family and not only the children.

Celebrating

years of faithful service

At the annual FEBC convention in July, missionaries Dave
and Joann Loewen were honored for 42 years of faithful service in Japan, Asia and the SEND
International office. After 23
years of church planting, they
became part of the SEND International Staff and ministered to
missionaries throughout Asia.
Joann was instrumental in mentoring new missionaries.
Missionaries Roger and Lois
Reimer were honored for 38
years of service in Ecuador
under HCJB Global. For most of
this time, Roger directed the
HCJB Hospital in Quito. Kirby
and Isabelle Dunn were honored
for 25 years as church planters
and missionary support staff in
Mexico.
6
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HOW TO REBUILD YOUR

BROKEN WORLD

by Chip Ingram

Lives today are filled with pain. Either
through stress, pressure, unfortunate
circumstances, or bad decisions, many
of us find ourselves living in a world that
has fallen apart. This series from James
1 is designed to help you begin where
you are and rebuild your broken world. Or, it can help you
minister to others whose lives have fallen apart.
1. Don’t Ask “Why?” Ask “What?”
2. How to Move Beyond the Pain
3. How to Slay the Dragon of Discouragement
4. Overcoming Temptation: How to Deal with Desires that
Destroy
This series of four 50-minute sessions can be borrowed
from the Fellowship of Evangelical Bible Churches
(orders@febcministries.org).
For other studies on loan, visit
http://www.fellowshipforward.org/dvd-lending-library.html

Tending the Garden
Women’s Ministries

By Sharon MacConnell

In my distress I called upon the Lord, Yes.
I cried to my God: And from His temple He
heard my voice, and my cry for help came
into His ears (2 Samuel 22:7).

I

And He said, “My presence shall go with
you, and I will give you rest (Exodus
33:14).
n the tangled web of weeds in the
yard, especially in the flowerbeds
and garden untended by the busyness of life, there emerged a plant with
one yellow crookneck squash. A few feet
away, there was a vine of tomatoes and
some flowers on the vine. I wondered as
I looked into the area how they survived.
Really, there is some fruit that grew in
this mess? We hadn’t watered them, and
it had been very hot. We were finally receiving rain. God was taking care of the
earth through moisture. He was giving
us what we needed. I thought about that
as I compared it to our relationship with
the Lord.
Sometimes we get all tangled up in
everyday struggles and busyness; we are
nearly smothered, dried up, hidden, and
almost blind to others around us. Yet
when God makes us aware of it He
sends some rain in our life — the kind of
rain in the form of tears: tears of remorse, sorrowing for our self-centeredness; tears from the Holy Spirit putting
us back on the right path, whatever we
experience. It is like our fruitfulness in
the Lord. God has it all under control.
He clears away our mess; He carefully
moves the “weeds” out of the way, and
He shows us how important our “fruits”
are. Galatians 5:22 begins, “And the fruit

of the Spirit is love.” We say, “I love you,”
but is it really a love that could be compared to the love David had for Jonathan
(2 Samuel 1:26) or even greater than the
love that the Lord has for us (1 John
3:16)?
We just finished our ladies’ Bible
study on 1and 2 Samuel. I thought about
David. Obviously, he had many troubles,
many of which he brought on himself by
sin. It became more clear to me that the
short accounts of his sin, confession,
and turning away from sin right away
made him obedient, and thus God called
him a man after God’s own heart. We
know we can’t be sinless, but God does
expect us to be continually obedient to
his Word, and He gives us the power to
keep short accounts of sin, striving to be
like David in that manner.
May we have a heartfelt desire to
have our lives be patterned after God’s
perfect plan. I have developed some of
the best friendships in ladies’ Bible studies. God knew that is where He wanted
me: surrounded by other ladies who
were likeminded and hungry for the
food of the Word. When God called us
into ministry, I heard many stories of
lonely times of pastors and their wives.
I decided if I was to avoid these lonely
times I needed to dig deep into the
Scriptures and start a Bible study so God
could provide for all my needs (Philippians 4:19).
I hope I have sent some encouragement your way today. Keep reading the
Word!
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides

in the vine, so neither can you unless you
abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the
branches; he who abides in Me and I in
him, he) bears much fruit, for apart from
Me you can do nothing (John 15:4-5).
Scripture taken from the
New American Standard Bible

He clears away our
mess; He carefully
moves the “weeds”
out of the way, and
He shows us how
important our
“fruits” are.
Sharon ministers
alongside her husband, Ben, at
Paradise Valley
Church in Natoma,
Kan.

The Commission on Women’s
Ministries invites you to join with
other Fellowship women in
memorizing 2 Peter 3: 9-18, this
year’s Bible passage.
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Proclaiming

Christ
World

around

the

“every member … every church …
every opportunity”

By Marilynn Lester
Commission on Missions

The members of the FEBC Commission on Missions each
have a list of missionaries to contact. Recently I asked them
to write a paragraph or so of an experience they have had
sharing the Gospel during this past year. The stories in this
issue involve missionaries who are in either Canada or United
States, who also look for opportunities to share their faith in
the most common, ordinary circumstances.
Dave and Pris Reimer serve with Avant Ministries in the
Kansas City area, and are involved in MK (“missionary kid”)
care. Dave shared, “After playing basketball in a night league,
I visited with one of my opposing team’s players. After chatting about basketball, life and family, he opened up that he
had a hard time believing in a God that would allow him to
have had so much sexual abuse by extended family members
when he was young. So we talked about how sin entered the
world by choice, not by God, and that in spite of all that he
had faced, Jesus, the historical God-Man, entered space and
time to first deal with the penalty of death because of sin, and
then to bring healing to the soul and give eternal life. This
player was open but has not yet put his faith in Christ.”
Dave and Pris are involved with MKs who are returning to
the United States for college. Please pray for them, as 15 new
kids are eligible for the program, putting a drain on the budget and requiring extra time of Dave and Pris.
Jerry and Connie Robinson are the western Canada representatives with Global Outreach Mission, Inc. Jerry wrote,
“These past few months I’ve given out a number of tracts
called “Are You a Zombie?” (A zombie is a person that is spiritually dead who needs life.) I have also intentionally spent
many days with Chris, an unsaved older bachelor who needed
to move from his mobile home, helping him sort, pack, clean
and move. During that time I clearly shared the Gospel with
Christ up to the point of decision. Each time he would say he
had to get going. However, one time he asked to take with
him the little paper on which I’d drawn the Navigator’s Bridge
with the verses. He is way more open than he used to be, but
still hasn’t made a personal commitment as far as I know.

“Mila is a single older Filipino Roman Catholic lady, who
we have befriended over the years. I have helped her move
five different times and will be helping her move again this
week. This time she is returning to the Philippines for a year
to care for her father. I have talked with her about the Lord,
and prayed with her on a number of occasions, but she is
blind with her Catholicism. We’ve given her tracts and
books to read. Please pray that God’s truth will penetrate
her heart.
“When mentoring Rachel, I asked if she was sure she was
a Christian. She indicated she was not sure, so we went
through the plan of salvation with her and really emphasized
verses on assurance of salvation.”
Jerry and Connie mentor young people and have recently
added two new people to their group. Pray for the ones being
mentored that they will grow and become strong in their spiritual lives.
Laverne Fehr serves with SEND International in their
Canadian office in London, Ontario. Laverne is also caring
for her mother living in Komoka, Ontario. Laverne and her
mother are living in an apartment complex where there are
many Christians, but also many who do not know the Lord.
They play Scrabble or meet at the jigsaw table where they
have opportunities to talk with these people. Laverne shared
about one lady who told her she was an apostate and told
her what she meant by that. Laverne went on to say, “We
had opportunity to talk about spiritual matters, and I shared
with her that I find the Bible very relevant and personal. I
shared as much as possible and look forward to sharing
more with her. There are other relationships that are developing with people here that I trust will lead to sharing Christ
with them.”
Laverne has recently decreased her hours at SEND which
gives her more time to be available to care for her mother and
give more time to be involved in ministry to those in their building complex and at church. Please pray that she will use her
■
time wisely and know what the Lord desires her to do.

Please pray for these and all our missionaries as they continue to
proclaim Christ in their areas of influence.
8
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The goal is to have interim directors in place by April, then ratify them next July. This entire year will be a transition
year. The Executive Committee and Trustees are working together as interim directors at this point.

Convention vote brings a new way of governing the FEBC
At the recent annual FEBC convention, the Delegate Body approved a new constitution which provides for a
new system of governance through a Board of Directors for our Fellowship.
Q: Why did the Fellowship consider
a new model of governance?
A: Several factors prompted the Executive Committee to consider a change.
Under the old constitution, commission
chairmen also served as the Executive
Committee. Experience has shown that
it is difficult for these chairmen to wear
two hats, both in terms of time commitments and energy focus. Directing the
commissions left little time or energy for
long-range planning.
Fairly rapid turnover of personnel
(commission chairmen had one-year
terms) has made it difficult for the Fellowship to carry out long-term strategies.

Q: How will the new governance
model affect the annual conventions?
A: Under the old model, many decisions such as licensing pastors were
brought before the delegate body. In the
new model, some of these decisions will
be taken care of by the respective commissions which have the most information. Conventions will be designed for
reporting, discussion of substantive issues, spiritual enrichment, training and
fellowship. Sessions like Vision Sharpening help churches to learn how other
churches are overcoming challenges to
move toward the 20/20 Vision.

Q: The Fellowship has always been a
grassroots organization. Will this change
make it more like a denomination?
A: No, the Fellowship values autonomy
of local churches, but the Fellowship encourages interdependence where we
share joys and burdens together and
work together for common goals.

Q: If our church has an item to bring
before the Delegate Body, how can we
go about this?
A: The best way would be to bring this
item to the attention of the Board of Directors a month or more before the
meeting so they can put it on the
agenda. The new constitution provides
that churches can add an item to the
agenda through a written request (signed
by the pastor or leadership board chair).
This request must be received by the
Board of Directors three days prior to the
start of the annual meeting (See Sec. VI.
E. 3).

Q: How will the new directors keep
close to our churches?
A: The directors will come from our
churches and be elected directly by the
delegate body. In the past, individual
commissions chose the Executive Committee by choosing a chairman for their
commission.
Q: How will the new governance
model change the number of volunteers needed by the Fellowship for Directors and Commissions?
A: The old constitution had 58 positions. The new constitution calls for 53
positions which include directors, commission personnel and the doctrinal
council. A minimum of six of those positions are slated for the Board of Directors. Each corporation (FEBC USA and
FEBC Canada) can provide three to six.

Q: At the convention, it appeared
that the Fellowship now has three
defining documents. Could you explain this?
A: Yes, the new Constitution contains
only the basic organizational guidelines
for the FEBC International. But the Constitution also protects the Statement of
Faith and the Position Papers which will
be published in separate booklets. This
will facilitate a church using the Statement of Faith, for example, as a teaching tool.

Q: The old constitution had an “Ordinances and Practices Section.” What
happened to this?
A: “Ordinances and Practices” was
promoted to a position paper and forms
the first chapter of the “Position Papers”
booklet.
Q: How can I get the three defining
documents?
A: You can find them at www.fellow
shipforward.org or you can request any
or all of the three by contacting our office at orders@febcministries.org.
Q: What if we discover that some
parts of the new constitution are not
working well?
A: The Constitution requires that notice of proposed changes be given to the
churches at least three months in advance of the annual meeting to allow
time for discussion and recommendations by the local churches. Suggestions
should be brought to the Board of Directors early in the calendar year so they
can get any proposals out to the
churches by April.
Q: When will the new governance
structure be in place?
A: The goal is to have interim directors
in place by April, then ratify them next
July. So this entire year will be a transition year. The Executive Committee and
Trustees are working together as interim
directors at this point.
Q: How can I have an active role in
the new governance structure?
A: Begin praying that God will provide
the Fellowship with godly, wise directors
and other leaders. Watch for information
coming to your church soon, and begin
to identify people who would fit well as
■
directors.
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Focus on
FEBC Church Planting
By Harvey Schultz

H

Exciting Prospects — Huge Concerns!

Post Convention Photos

istorically, FEBC church planting
has been made possible because
of a financial partnership. Locally
or regionally, an initiative to start a new
project would be planned. Then the
Commission on Church Planting would
come alongside and assist that project
with financial subsidies from the annual
FEBC ministries budget.
Currently, FEBC “mother” churches
and extension committees have five new
church planting projects in the planning
stages. That is exciting!
However, our capacity to financially
assist those new projects has
disappeared! The FEBC budget used to
designate $20,000 to $30,000 per year
to church planting. Budget shortages
have reduced that amount to $0.00! That
is our huge concern!
Perhaps God has enabled you to
make a sizeable donation to our church
planting reserves either as a cash
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donation or through your estate. Please
contact the FEBC office if you would like
to participate in this way. Remember,
one of five new projects will benefit
directly from your generosity.
A Different Church Planting Model
The Evangelical Bible Church of
Omaha is planning to use a different
(different for the FEBC) church planting
model called the “multi-site church.”
This model is similar to the model
where a large church “hives off” a large
enough group to start a daughter church
at a new site. However it is fundamentally
different in that the new group is not
actually a new church. It is, in reality, the
same church which henceforth meets in
two different locations or campuses. The
two campuses have a common board, a
common budget, often a common youth
program and a common lead teaching/
preaching pastor, who preaches in one

location and appears on a large screen at
the other location. In addition, each
campus also has its own “campus pastor”
who shepherds and cares for the campus
flock according to their “local” needs, but
who does not do the bulk of the
preaching/teaching in the worship
services. It is a model which has been
used successfully in recent decades to
expand the church of Jesus Christ,
especially in large urban areas.
EBC Omaha has set the fall of 2014
as the target date for the launching of
this initiative. Gary (Christi) Krehbiel
has been selected as the campus pastor
of the second location which will be
located, it is hoped, just northwest of
Omaha in the Bennington area. Let us
support this initiative, as able and
needed, by our finances and our prayers.
Why don’t you write EBC and ask them
for a list of prayer requests related to this
venture?
■

Dennis Wiens
of SAT-7

Missionaries Steve
and Mikki Schmidt
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Dave Loewen presents SEND International

FOCUS ON OUR CHURCHES
COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
Tahlequah, Okla.

Chris Wiley, Pastor

Red Fern Festival Outreach 2013
As an outreach project, we had a booth at the annual Red Fern Festival for
two days. Although the weather was cold and rainy, we still made more than
100 contacts. After taking the test “Are You A GOOD Person?” participants were
given a survival bracelet made by one of our young men, Isaiah Wiley. They
were also given a Gospel tract that summarized the test that they took. Those
who did not have a Bible were given a Gideon New Testament. We also gave
away water bottles that were labeled with our church name and address. Plans
are underway to follow-up on the contacts made. Please be in prayer for those
who took the test and all the contacts that were made. There is an online version of the test with a video at the bottom of the link that shows how it is
given. You can find it online at www.goodpersontest.com
Hayley Wiley, Correspondent

Cornerstone Bible Calls Youth Pastor
Cornerstone Bible Church of Mountain Lake, Minn., has called Micah
Siebert as youth pastor. Micah holds a B.S. degree in Children and Family
Ministries with an Associate Degree in Broadcasting from John Brown University.
He and his wife Brittany have been married for 3½ years, and have one
daughter, Norah, just over a year old.
Micah will continue working part time at The Studio, a Youth for Christ
ministry in Mountain Lake, as he steps into his role of shepherding and mentoring the youth of Cornerstone.
Tim Penner, one of the members of the search committee, shared this
perspective of Micah: “I like three of the essential elements Micah sees as
part of a healthy youth group: grounding kids in the Word of God, discipling
youth through personal relationships, and helping them find their identity
in Christ and understand His purposes for them. It is encouraging to see
how Micah has arranged his life to fit Scripture instead of arranging Scripture to fit his life. Micah has a strong desire to build relationships and has
already proven his commitment to doing that with kids in town. Even his
involvement with The Studio would strongly complement his work at Cornerstone. His strong desire to seek after and serve God is compelling.”

continued on page 12
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continued from page 11
CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH
Steinbach, Man.
Jared Hiebert, Pastor
In June, Cornerstone had the awesome privilege of sending
Greg and Julie Dole and their family for full-time missions with
Mission Aviation Fellowship in Indonesia. What a happy and
sad event for us. We rejoice with them as they left for Indonesia at the beginning of August to begin language study, but they
will be missed greatly!
Cornerstone kids from grades 2-6 participated in an Inductive Bible Study in June and July. Using Using an investigator
theme, they studied the different names of God and their
meanings.
We eagerly anticipated our annual Fall Kick-Off Hog Roast
on Sept. 7. Our Sunday School Kick-Off followed and brought
a new start for our youth ministries for the coming year.
We celebrated two baptisms and welcomed one new
member.
Marsella Wiebe, Correspondent
COUNTRYSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
Meade, Kan.
Twenty of the 50 workers at the Kan-Ok Camp were from
our church, serving 130 campers.
The parsonage renovations are complete and we held an
open house on June 30. Associate Pastor Chuck and Kathy
Finster moved in on one of our triple-digit summer days.
Our church council members hosted picnics for their individual shepherding groups. The Christian Education Committee provided a teacher appreciation in August.
Mary Friesen, Correspondent
DALMENY BIBLE CHURCH
Dalmeny, Sask.
Dennis Friesen, Pastor
Len and Myra Zacharias, Rick, Rosemary, and Eryn McDonald spent 2½ weeks in Ukraine visiting our sister church,
The Home for the Elderly, and conducting family camp.
The first weekend of June was Dalmeny Days, and included
a breakfast and family celebration in the park sponsored by
both churches of Dalmeny.
About 35 men and boys attended the annual “Get Hooked”
fishing retreat at Nemeiben Lake Canoe Bible Camp June 7–9.
This summer some from our congregation were involved
in speaking, cooking and working at various camps.
Pastor Dennis and Faith attended the Annual FEBC Convention in Dallas, Ore., in July.
We celebrated one baptism and welcomed three new members in June.
Marilyn Harder, Correspondent
EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Omaha, Neb.
Don Pahl, Senior Pastor
Our women’s ministry is gearing up for another year of
12
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Heart-to-Heart, a program that pairs up younger and “older”
women for a one-year mentoring relationship. Heart-toHeart is primarily a ministry of encouragement, designed to
develop supportive friendships between older and younger
women. There is great benefit when a spiritually mature
woman can share a biblical perspective of life.
Our youth returned from their mission trip to Trinidad. A
team left to go to Arizona to provide a week of Vacation Bible
School and related activities for the families of missionaries
who will attend a United Indian Mission conference. This fall
we will send a team to Guatemala.
At their Ordination Councils, Pastor Gary Krehbiel
(Youth/Children/Family) and Pastor Kevin Stone (Worship)
were grilled extensively on theology, philosophy of ministry,
church history, bibliology, Christology, pneumatology, hamartiology, anthropology, soteriology, angelology, ecclesiology,
eschatology, and other areas. Following the Councils, both
were recommended for ordination to the Commission on
Churches and to the delegates of FEBC. We commend them
for a job well done!
We welcomed three new members.
Sherrie Lindsey, Correspondent
EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Dallas, Ore.
Jerry Franz, Senior Pastor
What a successful FEBC convention! The church was
abuzz preparing for it — housing and meal preparations,
schedules and announcements, the formation of an allwomen’s choir and an invitation to all former choir members
for a special presentation. We were ready for the delegates
when they arrived.

FOCUS ON OUR CHURCHES
In April our Healthcare Committee sponsored a Grief Support/Recovery Group for anyone who has experienced a recent loss. Those who attended the six-week session
discovered that God provides comfort when they share stories of loss and learn how to help each other adjust to the different paths in life’s journey. We have an active “Heart to
Heart” ministry. Women are paired up and encouraged to
pray for each other, to develop purposeful friendships. We
geared up again through the summer, looking for ways to get
new members involved.
Women’s Ministry “May Festival” was a wonderful success. “Life is a Circus — God is our Anchor” was this year’s
theme. The decorations were fabulous, giving the impression of the Big Tent. Dinner was prepared and served by the
men of our church — what a treat! Our speaker shared a
clear message of salvation with the invited guests.
Also in May we spent an evening with a Youth Service
and Senior Recognition. Various young people reported on
their activities throughout the year, what impacted them and
how God is growing them. Each senior was highlighted, with
photos of them at various ages, and their future plans were
shared.
Vicki Kibbey, Correspondent
EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Langham, Sask.
Greg Guarnett, Senior Pastor
Our first ever Youth Missions Team ministered for a week
with YouthWorks in Washington, D.C. They served in various
ways, including at a day care center, a women’s shelter, in
food programs and park/garden clean-up.

The FEBC Convention in Dallas, Ore., in July was a highlight for Pastor Greg and Brenda and the Friesens. Pray for
our church as we prepare to host the convention in 2014!
John and Eloise Bergen, missionaries to Kenya, brought
their message of forgiveness to our church. They have remained in the area, ministering to individuals and churches,
having a great impact. Learn more about them at
www.bergensmission.com .
Camp ministry is a highlight of summer; a number of our
youth and adults are involved. We’re also thankful for dedicated volunteers who have poured time, energy and muscles
into upgrading our cemetery this summer.
Marilyn Friesen, Correspondent

EVANGELICAL MENNONITE BRETHREN CHURCH
Grunthal, Man.
Russ Reimer, Pastor
Henry and Janet Armstrong, missionaries with SEND International in Singapore and Indonesia, were home briefly
in June. Pray for them as they have decisions to make regarding the future of their ministry.
Our church participated in the community Daily Vacation
Bible School entitled “The Adventures of Apostle Paul.” There
were positive results in the lives of children who attended,
some from unchurched backgrounds.
Our missions committee is planning for a missions emphasis month in September.
Tamara Bergen, Correspondent
FAITH EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Henderson, Neb.
Michael Fink, Pastor
We have enjoyed interaction with some of our missionary
families this summer. Pam and Larin Adams, serving in
Thailand with Wycliffe, have been home for a few weeks during the summer. We had a Sunday school hour dedicated to
hearing about the details of translation and the importance of
“getting it right.” Steve and Mikki Schmidt are home on a
one-year furlough. We will hear more about their ministry in
Niger and the needs at Sahal Academy. Both families are facing the challenge of being separated from their children as
they begin college life and adjust to the American culture.
Michael Folkerts has served with CRU in campus ministry
and has traveled to several countries with the “Jesus Film”
project. He is currently transitioning into a position with CRU,
developing an app that will serve as a follow-up to the Jesus
film showings.
On the home front, Pastor Mike is teaching a series of
lessons in our adult Sunday School class titled “What We Believe,” teaching the basic Bible doctrines of our church. It
serves as a refresher course for those who have been around
a long time, and informational to those who are new with us.
Our Sunday morning messages have covered the letters to
the seven churches in Revelation, and our Sunday evening
Bible studies are covering the minor prophets.
Alice Decker, Correspondent
GRACE EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Abbotsford, B.C.
We are so excited to welcome our new lead pastor! God
has provided Ryan and Heather Peixoto and their three children, who will arrive in August. We were so blessed to have
Arden and Pat Adrian as interim pastor. They have been an
answer to prayer in our time of need. We have also been
blessed to have many men of God fill in for the time we have
been without a lead pastor. God is good!
The youth attended “Acquire the Fire” youth conference
in May, which was an uplifting time of strengthening their
continued on page 14
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HEARTLAND BIBLE CHURCH

faith. The youth kicked off summer events with a barbecue,
and have hiked to Lindeman Lake and been to the Fireworks
Celebration of Lights in Vancouver.
We began our summer with a worship service in the park
in June. Our Men’s Ministry team hosted a few nights
throughout the summer at Hayward Lake for fellowship, fire
and possibly a turn at waterskiing.
Donna Wiebe, Correspondent

GRACE CHURCH
Welcomes New Pastor

Lincoln, Neb.
Scott Hecht, Pastor
Brad and Phyllis Cromer, who live in our parsonage,
sponsored a Child Evangelism Fellowship 5-Day Club on the
church property the week of July 9-13. About 27 children of
the neighborhood attended, with a team from CEF doing the
teaching. Several of the children came to our mid-week Children’s Ministries last year, and we trust they will again this
year.
We had an exceptional attendance at our annual Promotion Sunday picnic in June, with several visitors who have
since that time become regular attenders at church.
During Pastor Scott‘s attendance at the FEBC convention,
Amal Bejjani filled the pulpit. He and his wife have served
in the Lincoln area since 2004, working as church planters
among first generation Arabic and Kurdish speaking immigrants in Lincoln.
Nancy Carr, a member of our church, arranged a July
4 celebration at Cripple Creek Park, that included a parade
with decorated bicycles, music from the home school
group, skits, games, a speaker and lunch. It was a wonderful day of remembering how our country became a nation under God.
Trudy Reimer, Correspondent
JANSEN BIBLE CHURCH

Ryan Peixoto will begin his ministry at Grace Evangelical Bible Church in Abbotsford, B.C., in August.
Ryan comes to Grace in his seventh year of pastoral
ministry. He previously worked as a Youth/Worship Pastor with the Christian and Missionary Alliance. Ryan
completed his Bachelor of Religious Studies and Master
of Divinity in Pastoral Studies from Heritage College and
Seminary in Cambridge, Ontario.
Ryan met his better half, Heather-Mary, at Heritage.
They were married in 2005, and have three children,
Bella, Sierra, and Gillis.
One of Ryan’s favorite things to do is getting together
with the guys for some wings or baby back ribs.
The Fellowship joins Grace Church in welcoming the
Peixotos.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.”
Acts 2:42 (NIV)
14
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Jansen, Neb.
Paul Carpenter, Pastor
More than 600 bottles of ice water were given to
passers-by, along with a witness to the free gift of the Water
of Life, when some of our members manned a concession
at the annual July 4 Flea Market in Fairbury Park. We found
that of those willing to engage in conversation, 90 percent
had no understanding of the way of salvation. One young
man who did said he had heard the Gospel at the Jansen
Awana club! A short video was shown that Sunday of those
willing to converse on camera. We got the sense that the
need for evangelism locally remains great.
James and Lyndsey Ellis with South Sudan Independent
Mission shared their desire to reach the newly independent
nation of South Sudan with Bible training. The country is
open for the Truth.
Fifty excited kids were enrolled in our Vacation Bible
School in June. They eagerly joined the investigation to find
the King of kings. Participation in the missionary offering was
amazing, going over the top with more than $8,000 given toward expenses incurred in acquiring an insulin pump for Andrew Dick. Two weeks later, Sam and Deb Dick and Brian
and Andrew arrived from Spain. This medical matter was
completed before their return in August, and before Andrew’s
return to Black Forest Academy.
We celebrated the baptisms of three young men in July.
Tena Dick, Correspondent

FOCUS ON OUR CHURCHES
PARADISE VALLEY CHURCH
Natoma, Kan.
Ben MacConnell, Pastor
We were excited to offer a Vacation Bible School in May,
with more than 20 children attending most days. One little
girl accepted the Lord! Community members and outreach
Bible study ladies helped us impact the area with the Lord
thru this VBS.
Our annual Bible Conference in June was well attended.
August brought us the opportunity to minister in Bighorn,
Wyo., and also to visit our supporters. We were unable to attend the FEBC Convention, as Ben was called to minister to
a family that lost a daughter in an accident. He shared the
Gospel at the funeral, which was attended by 85 people, who
for the most part were unchurched. Seeds were planted, and
we pray God’s Son Jesus Christ is more real to them as they
received love and support at this sad time.
Sharon MacConnell, Correspondent
RICHER FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Richer, Man.
Simon Cheung, Pastor
Our Daily Vacation Bible School week was built on last
year’s theme “Jesus Comes to Richer Town,” focusing on the
Awana Gospel Wheel — the Cross, Man, God, Trust and the
Gospel. Along with this we added “Keep on Track” with the
“Richer Gospel Train.” Every morning the children received
a color-coded ticket which coincided with the Awana Gospel
Wheel. This became their memory verse which was punched
by a “conductor” in order to enter the “train” and to receive
prizes.

We had 20 unchurched children from the community
along with day care staff, and one mom who stayed and
heard the Gospel messages of salvation, the lamp of the
body, how to be a good soldier and making Jesus the “One
Way” in our life.
For our finale we put the children in the Steinbach Pioneer Days Parade! We covered two garden tractors to make
two trains pulling some of the children in barrels while others sat in another “train car” truck donning the Awana and
Canadian flags. The children wore conductor hats that they
made, and we blasted praise and worship music teaching the

action songs to the thousands that lined the streets. Out of
125 floats, the children took home First Place for Best Youth
Entry!
Afterwards, the Richer Gospel Train rolled back into
church for a hot dog lunch, lots of candy, and more singing
and dancing in the parking lot! God answered our prayer by
giving us sunshine for the parade, but even more, giving us
the blessing of hearing children’s laughter!
Michelle Driedger, Correspondent
SALEM CHURCH
Waldheim, Sask.
Darrell Derksen, Senior Pastor
God shaped the heart of our Saskatchewan summer into
an encouragement for us to remain energized in missions.
Those who were home visiting shared powerfully encouraging stories of what God is doing in His world. We left each
July “Summer Sunday” service having heard from Thailand,
Myanmar, India, countries in Southern Africa, or Montreal.
After this taste, we can only imagine how God is calling people to follow him around the world this very day. The month
ended with the four-day Waldheim Missions Conference. The
Church of North America should still send out people to share
Jesus around the world. Statistics reveal that we have grown
weary in this area, but we can all be encouraged and/or challenged by knowing that although North America is not as involved in missions today as it was in the past, God has not
been held back as people from other nations are responding
to His call and are being sent out by their churches.

As this report is written our Youth are on their way home
after serving with Youth Works in Vancouver. We look forward to hearing their stories.
Many have served at camps this summer, investing much
as cabin leaders, speakers, cooks, maintenance workers and
leaders. They have ministered at ranch and mountain camps,
on the prairies and in the northern forests. May God be
praised as they have all had a role in introducing people to
the depth and breadth of God’s love for the people of His
world.
continued on page 16
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STUARTBURN GOSPEL CHAPEL
Stuartburn, Man.
Mark Funk, Pastor
While the summer months provide the opportunity for
our families to relax and enjoy a slower pace of living, we remember that “new growth” must be encouraged and nurtured. That realization serves as motivation for many of our
members and friends to give their energy, effort and time at
Bible camps. We thank God for blessing us with people of all
ages who can and do serve in a variety of positions, including kitchen staff, counsellors, maintenance, training, speaking and a long list of support roles. We hear reports from the
various camps of struggle and victory as Jesus becomes Lord
and Savior for the first time in some cases, and as commitment to His purpose is renewed in others.

Len Friesen (above) speaking at SGC picnic.
(Right) Kids enjoy SGC outdoor service and picnic and fun!

To help us to stay connected with each other during the summer, we have begun informal potluck lunches after the service.
They have been well attended and are becoming a favourite and
relaxed time of fellowship. We also enjoyed a great time of food,

Notes of thanks
from our scholarship
recipients

fellowship and games at our outdoor service and picnic. Len
Friesen (Awana) was our guest speaker, and shared his experiences as a missionary at home and away from home. We were
challenged to see the mission field around us.
We are also embarking on a new mission as we prepare
to send Pastor Mark to Myanmar (formerly Burma) under the
banner of A.I.M. (Advancing Indigenous Missions) in connection with Hope Myanmar. Pastor Mark will teach and
train the local leadership as they bring Jesus to their people.
We are currently learning all we can about the country, so
that when we send him out with prayer and resources, we
will do it with intent and purpose. We already feel connected
to Myanmar, and we look forward to discovering the great
things God will do there as He allows us the privilege of participation in His plan.
Sue Hoy, Correspondent
VITA BIBLE CHURCH
Vita, Man.
Jurgen Penner, Pastor
We hosted missionaries Don and Ruth Passi of the Navigators on July 28. They presented a slideshow and told of
their progress in Chile.
Our Daily Vacation Bible School in August is one of our
most exciting outreach programs to the children in our community who otherwise might not hear of Christ’s love. Upon
completion of the week, all parents were invited to join our
Sunday service to watch a presentation put on by the children and all DBVS helpers and leaders. They shared their new
songs and told of the lessons they learned. The children and
their families also were invited to share in our Sunday School
picnic and chicken barbeque.
Tiffany Tuurenhout, Correspondent

I just wanted to say thank you for the scholarship. I am very much looking forward to this next school year, and every little bit helps a great deal.
May God bless these generous donors richly.
Yours truly,
Jessica Stucky
(Community Bible of Omaha; attending Grace University, Omaha, Neb.)

Thank you so much for this tremendous blessing! May God be glorified in
this. I ask that you continue to pray for my growth in these next couple
years of studies.
Thank you so much in Jesus name,
Stefanie Goossen
(from Evangelical Bible Church of Omaha; attending Moody Bible Institute)
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Fellowship Pastors Explore What is Really Needed to

H

Build Redemptive Relationships
By Autumn Donaldson, Evangelical Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.

ow can we share the Gospel? Pastor Jerry Franz of Evangelical Bible
What kind of people do we need Church in Dallas, Ore., discussed walkto be? What understanding of ing as Jesus walked. He noted that Jesus
Jesus’ teachings do we need? How do we came with a mission to reach people,
interact with each other? How should we and that we as followers have the same
relate to those outside the church? These God-given mission: to “seek and to save
questions were examined each evening that which is lost” (Luke 19:10). Just as
at July’s FEBC convention as some
of our own pastors faithfully
Being a cracked, broken pot is normal, but
preached God’s Word.

the glory of God

Pastor Darrell Derksen of Salem
revealed in us
Church in Waldheim, Sask., spoke
is anything but.
about the foundational importance of
one’s relationship with God. He reWe are real
minded listeners that any sharing of
people, with a
the Gospel must be rooted in the
abundant, overflowing life of a heart
real Savior and
overwhelmed by God. We must let
a real hope.
God’s glory shine through us as real
people in a real world; flawed, weak
and insufficient in ourselves, but redeemed by Christ. Being a cracked, broken pot is normal, but the glory of God Jesus made intentional choices to enter
revealed in us is anything but. We are real into relationships with people such as Zapeople, with a real Savior and a real hope. cchaeus, we need to befriend those who
We must focus on the goodness, grace do not know Christ, and we need to be
and glory of God, and then out of that bold in proclaiming the Good News to
abundance, God’s glory will shine.
others.

Pastor Chuck Tschetter of Community
Bible Church in Omaha, Neb., reminded
listeners of a foundation vital to evangelism: loving one another within the Body
of Christ. This command from Jesus contains an inherent promise: the world will
know we are Christ’s disciples if we love
one another (John 13:33-34). As believers, we need to carefully consider
how we speak to and about one another; we must show love for one another; and we ought to be known as
people who love one another. Through
that extraordinary, supernatural love,
others will be drawn to Christ.
Finally, Pastor Don Pahl of Evangelical
Bible Church in Omaha challenged listeners to be intentional about building
redemptive relationships. Beginning
with our relationship to God through
faith in Christ Jesus, we ought to actively seek to grow in virtue, knowledge,
self-control, steadfastness, godliness,
brotherly affection and love. In letting
God’s work in us be revealed — in loving
others deeply, gently, through love and
faith — the world will see Christ and we
will be able to proclaim His Gospel.
■

Post Convention Photos

Delegates gather for prayer.

Delegates ready for business.
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Don’t Make These Planned Gifts at Year-End

s the end of the year approaches,
the giving pace picks up. This is true
not only for Fellowship of Evangelical Bible Churches, but for the nonprofit
world in general. Many people simply wait
for the closing of the tax year — and the
barrage of financial appeals — to make
their major gifts.
If you fall into this category, you may
want to consider the following suggestions. They might help you avoid making
a “planned” gift you could live to regret.
Hurried Gifts
With the hectic lives many of us lead,
we may tend to put off certain things until
“we have the time.” But then, before we
know it, the calendar runs out and we’re
staring at Dec. 31. We rush to complete
the year-end gift.
In our haste, we can make serious
mistakes, mistakes that may haunt us
later in life. A planned gift, by definition,
requires planning. Gifts of real estate,
stock or other non-cash assets should be
made carefully and in consideration of
overall estate plans.

So, if you expect to make a planned
gift before the end of the year, allow
plenty of time. Avoid the rush. Start now
by visiting www.febclegacy.org/pg.
Impulse Gifts
Beware of knee-jerk gift decisions.
With all the crisis-related appeals we receive at year-end, it’s easy to get caught up
in the emotion of the moment and respond with a generous gift. Were we to
back off a bit and think through such a decision, we might do something entirely different. We might give less, or more, or
maybe not all. But at least we would have
considered our decisions carefully, including the organization crying for our support.
As stewards of our resources, we do
well to temper our emotions with prudence and plan our giving in a way that
accomplishes the greatest good for all concerned. Impulse giving may be okay for
pocket change, but not for the major assets that comprise our estates.
Tax-Dumb Gifts
The opposite of a tax-wise gift is a

tax-dumb gift. The latter is a gift that
fails to use our tax code to maximize our
charitable giving. For example, let’s say
you have $10,000 in long-term appreciated stock and you want to make a yearend gift of $10,000 to Fellowship of
Evangelical Bible Churches. You could
either give the stock or sell it and give
the cash. If you sold the stock, you’d
have to pay tax on the gain, thus leaving less money to give to further God’s
Kingdom.
On the other hand, you could make a
tax-wise gift and transfer the stock directly
to Fellowship of Evangelical Bible
Churches, thus avoiding any tax on the appreciation of the stock. Since FEBC is a
qualified non-profit organization, they can
sell the stock without incurring tax on the
capital and then use proceeds to benefit
their mission. You can find out more
about this at www.febclegacy.org/stock.
As we approach the end of the year,
we want your giving to be fully satisfying
to you, both in what you give and how you
give it. For more information, please visit
www.febclegacy.org/pg.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Christian Ministry Scholarships 2013 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Six students from Fellowship churches were each
awarded $1,000 scholarships by the FEBC Commission on
Education. The scholarship recipients were announced at the
annual convention in July. Sixteen students applied for a
scholarship, but funds were available for only six scholarTimo Kornelson, Steinbach, Man.
(Cornerstone Bible Church, Steinbach, Man.),
attending Briercrest Bible School

Jessica Stucky, Papillion, Neb.
(Community Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.),
attending Grace University

Rianna Vinzani, Florence, S.C.
(Grace Evangelical Bible Church, Abbotsford, B.C.),
attending Columbia International University

Alternates:
1st Andy Stone (EBC, Omaha, Neb.);
2nd Georgia Piteo (Countryside Bible, Meade, Kan.)

Sandra Heilman, Steinbach, Man.
(Cornerstone Bible Church, Steinbach, Man.),
attending Steinbach Bible College

Continuing Education Scholarship
Milton Torio (Grace Evangelical Bible Church, Abbotsford, B.C.) for a Biblical Entrepreneurship Teacher Certification Course at Nehemiah Project Ministries International.
Milton is an FEBC Missionary ministering in Romania.

Stephanie Goossen, Hesston, Kan.
(Evangelical Bible Church, Omaha, Neb.),
attending Moody Bible Institute
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ships. Scholarships are possible because generous donors
have chosen to advance the Kingdom of God through training young people for ministry. Designated gifts and bequests
are put into the Scholarship Trust Fund, and only income is
used for scholarships.
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Births/Adoptions

Marriages

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
Omaha, Neb.

CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH
Steinbach, Man.

• Jase Arthur Joseph to Jason and Tasha Schiebel, Aug. 5
CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH
Steinbach, Man.
• Hannah Michal to Greg and Kim Dyck, June 12; grandparents are Myron and Shirley Thiessen
DALMENY BIBLE CHURCH
Dalmeny, Sask.
• Reid Gregory born to Greg and Jessica Benson, June 9;
Grandparents are Elwood and Doreen Benson; greatgrandparents are Abe and Laura Goertzen
EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Omaha, Neb.
• Emmit Graysen to Jeremiah and Sarah Kuhns June 12;
grandparents are Carl and Marlene Kuhns.
• Harlan Isaac to Ryan and Rachael Means, June 20;
grandparents are Don and Willa Vesely
JANSEN BIBLE CHURCH
Jansen, Neb.
• Gabriel Logan to Dusty and Shayna Sowards, June 11
SALEM CHURCH
Waldheim, Sask.
• Rowan Fitzgerald to Dylan and Michelle Thiessen, April
12; grandparents are Gerald and Betty Anne Thiessen
• Sadie Elizabeth to Kevin and Sharlene Smith, May 9
• Kale Logan, to Lindsay and Andrew Horwood, May 10;
grandparents are Doug and Deborah Thiessen; greatgrandparents are Harvey and Agnes Thiessen
• Jarrah James to James and Belinda Schultz, May 12;
grandparents are Roger and Gale Schultz; great-grandparents are Harvey and Agnes Thiessen
• Watson Michael to Bryan and Marian Lester, May 22
• Hannah Grace to Warren and Jennifer Harder, June 13;
grandparents are Art and Mary Ann Harder
• Pyper Renee to Daniel and Renee Derksen, June 20;
grandparents are Pastor Darrell and Priscilla Derksen

• Kara Reimer to Matthew Greywood, June 22
• Anja Isaac, daughter of Ross and Robyn Isaac, to Timo
Kornelsen, son of Viktor and Irene Kornelsen, July 8
COUNTRYSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
Meade, Kan.
• Kayla Williams to Mark Spare, son of Randall and
Michelle Spare, Aug. 2
• Taylor Cook, daughter of Scott and Shelly Cook, to Weston Kroth, Aug. 3
• Laureen Bartel, daughter of Phil and Maralee Bartel, to
Jamie Cole, Aug. 10
DALMENY BIBLE CHURCH
Dalmeny, Sask.
• Kaitlyn Friesen, daughter of Pastor Dennis and Faith
Friesen, to Michael Streilein, July 6
EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Omaha, Neb.
• Mary Birky to Mark Collier, June 22
EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Dallas, Ore.
• Lindsay West to Zachariah Denny, May 25
JANSEN BIBLE CHURCH
Jansen, Neb.
• Melissa McGee, daughter of Scott and Judy McGee, to
Brandon Buehler

Deaths
COUNTRYSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
Meade, Kan.
• Anna L. (Annie K.) Reimer (90), July 15
DALMENY BIBLE CHURCH
Dalmeny, Sask.
• Sadie Bergquist (94), Aug. 2
EVANGELICAL BIBLE CHURCH
Dallas, Ore
• Nettie Wiebe (86), April 12
Fellowship Focus
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By Autumn Donaldson

rguably the most important part of the FEBC Convention
At Kenora, mature believers are modeling love and accepeach year, Vision Sharpening sessions give an inside look tance of others. A focus on local missions draws awareness to
into individual churches which are implementing our needs in the community. “Hitting the Streets,” begun by
20/20 Vision: Becoming a Proclaiming People. These sessions church members, brings people together to prayerfully walk
promote sharing among the churches; make visible changes through specific areas of town and take any opportunities God
which are occurring; and help church leadership think through brings to speak to the individuals they meet. “Connect the
their own plans for becoming a
Tots” connects young moms
proclaiming people. Listeners refrom the community with Chrisceive insight into how changes
tian women. As Christians seek
One church is discovering that
are occurring, what ideas and
to share Christ, people are complans other churches have iming to know the Lord.
evangelism is not a program, but
plemented, and what results are
Pastor Nathan Janzen also
being seen.
talked
about changes happening
rather a mindset of how the people
This year, Pastor Scott
in Cornerstone Bible Church in
Hecht of Heartland Bible
Mountain Lake, Minnesota. After
think and act on a regular basis.
Church in Lincoln, Neb., emleadership identified some possiphasized how important it has
ble barriers to evangelism within
been to receive ongoing coaching from the FEBC leadership the church, they came up with some ideas of how to increase
on how to implement the Vision within the church. Heartland proclamation, the most notable of which is “1,000 Conversaalso decided to place the Vision Statement on the agenda for tions.”
each elder meeting, when they spend time praying and disRecognizing that many Christians simply do not foster recussing proclamation, including ways to overcome obstacles lationships with non-believers, the church decided to make a
such as fear and lack of communication skills.
goal of simply having 1000 conversations with people who do
Some top initiatives the church has taken include the fol- not know Christ. With an emphasis on daily praying by name
lowing:
for individuals in the community, believers are encouraged to
■ Being coached and mentored by FEBC President Blaine deliberately start conversations with them whenever they can.
Donaldson on how to keep the emphasis on evangelism Church members are then given an opportunity to share
■ PRAY 424, an emphasis on daily praying through Colos- about those conversations and give a tally each week as the
sians 4:2-4 for specific people, in light of God bringing church counts up to the target of 1,000 conversations by
Christmas.
opportunities to share the Gospel
While proclamation looks different within each church, it is
■ A Bible conference titled, “Not Ashamed of the Gospel”
■ Weekly, public opportunities for people to share about interesting to note some commonalities:
proclamation experiences
■ leadership has been intentional about overcoming barPastor Allan Dueck also shared what was happening in
riers and deliberately focusing on evangelism
Kenora Bible Church in Ontario. As the church focuses on lov■ prayer is an integral foundation of any initiative
ing and accepting each other and those who are different, it is
■ relationships between Christians and others are key
brought into a much stronger position to reach the commu■ evaluation is needed: goals must be measurable and
nity. Church members are initiating outreach ideas and activpeople must be given the opportunity to share successes
ities. As a result, the church is seeing that evangelism is not a
and failures
program that the church does, but rather a mindset of how the
How encouraging it is to see individual churches overcompeople think and act on a regular basis.
ing barriers and “Becoming a Proclaiming People”!

